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his academic year has been one of great challenge for the legal 
profession in general and for law schools in particular.  Economic 
pressures which have transformed so many aspects of social life in the 

United States made themselves felt with a vengeance on the legal profession. 
Large law firms questioned their business model with some venerable firms 
either merging or dissolving. And law schools increased in number while 
at the same time coming under withering criticism for failing to deliver 
employment opportunities which some students believed were promised. These trends amounted to a 
perfect storm for legal education in America.

 Although buffeted by these difficult trends, the Howard University School of Law continues to build 
on its unique tradition. We remind people on a daily basis that that tradition is one of nurturing and 
training lawyers of excellence as social engineers. You will see evidence of how we embrace that legacy 
in the pages of this magazine. It shows in the work of our students, faculty, and alumni.

 Faculty members were active producing articles in leading journals. They were invited to speak at 
symposia in the United States, Latin America, Africa and Europe. Howard faculty members were also 
involved in government service at the local, state and national government levels. Noteworthy was the 
fact that two of our faculty members served in legal counsel roles in Executive Departments of the 
Obama Administration.

 Alumni assisted in several ways. The reorganized Board of Visitors provided important insight into 
the changes in the legal profession and helped us think through the adjustments that had to be made in 
our curriculum to make sure that we were educating for the challenges of the future, not those of the past. 
Financial contributions from alumni also helped to provide fellowships for students who wished to work 
for public interest organizations such as legal aid, public defender services, and housing agencies.

 The students made us proud in many ways. They took a leading role in exposing the problems 
associated with the shooting of Trayvon Martin in Florida. Through the use of social media and by using 
their training in legal research, our students helped to educate the country about the injustice associated 
with the initial handling of that case. Howard students touched the conscience of the nation and helped to 
redirect a criminal justice system that was far off course.

 All of us recognize that in our profession there are no final victories. The Howard Law School 
community rose to face challenges this year, and we know that there will be new challenges next year. 
We are confident in our ability to meet and overcome these challenges as long as the students, faculty, and 
alumni continue to work together to make certain that the legacy of social engineering lives on.

 Congratulations to the Class of 2012!

Kurt L. Schmoke
Dean, Howard University School of Law
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Huver I. Brown Trial 
Advocacy Moot Court Team
“Remember that we achieve only excellence, striving to 
win first place every time.” 

Members of the Huver i. Brown Trial Advocacy Moot 
Court Team competed several times during the year and 
finished strong in each competition. In September, Andrea 

Campbell, erick Gracia, Christopher Lee, and Natasha 
Major represented the Howard University School of Law 
in the 12th Annual National Trial Advocacy Competition 
in east Lansing, Michigan. in February, members elijah 
Johnson, Christopher Lee, Bobby Codjoe and Kendra 
Courtney Adjei competed at the 2012 National Trial Com-
petition hosted by George Washington University School 
of Law. Other members of the team, Brian Jackson, Mark 
Simmons, and Courtney Scrubbs, competed at the 4th An-
nual John L. Costello Criminal Law Competition hosted 
by George Mason University School of Law. in each 
competition, members of the Huver i. Brown Moot Court 
Team achieved their goal of excellence.

Charles Hamilton Houston 
Moot Court Team
The team hosted the Annual Charles Hamilton Houston 
Moot Court Team Alumni Brunch on Saturday, October 
22, 2011, and in February 2012, changed the name of 
their intramural civil rights competition to honor alum-

Praise for Moot Court Teams

oward Law students bring pride and recognition 
to the law school through their exceptional perfor-
mances in moot court competitions. each year, the 

lists of accomplishments and awards grow longer. This 
year was no exception!

Goler Teal Butcher 
International  Moot Court Team
Members of the Goler Teal Butcher international Moot 
Court Team competed in the Susan J. Ferrell Moot Court 
Competition in Miami, Florida, and won Best Team and 
Best Brief awards! Nicholas Collins, Yahshuah Ford,      
Alexander Gee, and Onaivi Momoh represented the 
School of Law with great skill. Mr. Momoh, a member 
of the class of 2012, also placed third as Best Oralist in 
the competition overall. “This is a very impressive vic-
tory for our team,” said Dean Kurt L. Schmoke. “i’m told 
that 15 law schools entered this competition and that the 
issues debated were among some of the most difficult law 
and public policy questions facing the world community 
today. Great work on the oral argument and the brief,” he 
said as he thanked them on behalf of the entire law school 
community.
  in February, team members Christina Cobb, Francine 
Foote, Arssy Hagos, and Daphne rubin-Vega, all mem-
bers of the class of 2012, competed at the Phillip C. Jessup 
international Moot Court Competition, one of the most 
prestigious and largest competitions in the world. The 
team won a Best Brief award. 
 “This is a tremendous accomplishment,” said Associ-
ate Dean Okianer Christian Dark. “The Best Brief at the 
Phillip C. Jessup Moot Court Competition is a truly out-
standing win. We salute this superb achievement.” 
 Team members Stella Adegite, Tiffany Green, and Jas-
mine Negron won a Best Brief Award for their Prosecu-
tor’s Brief at the U.S. National rounds of the international 
Criminal Court Moot Court Competition in New York. 
Ms. Green had primary responsibility for writing the brief 
that won.

H

(Left to right) Team members Angelica Jenkins, Christopher 
Martin, and Leslie Simmons, received Achievement Awards 
on behalf of the team, from Associate Dean Okianer    
Christian Dark.
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(Left to right) Judge Henry Green, Penny Bryant, Thomas 
Russell, Khyla Craine, Jo Ann Fax, and William Bryant Jr., 
at the dinner held in honor of the newly named competition.

(Left to right) James Mason, Rustin Brown, and Thomas 
Russell III with advisor Robert Fabrikant. The competition 
was held at Widener University Law Center in Delaware.

On March 7, Associate Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan visited the law school to have a conversation with students. Stu-
dents of the Civil Rights Clinic were thrilled to host the Justice’s visit, and to share ideas with her over lunch. Pictured with 
the Justice are (left to right) Clinic students Ayesha Smith, Awais Khaleel, June Williams, D.J. Williams, Athar Haseebullah, 
Brandon Gillard, Nurudeen Elias, Brittany Gause, Francine Foote, and Emmanuel Tedder, and Supervising Attorney Ajmel 
Quereshi.

The Justice and the Civil Rights Clinic

nus  Judge William B. Bryant, Class of 1932. The William 
B. Bryant−Luke Charles Moore Invitational Moot Court 
Competition is the official new name and the competition 
will be held each February at the law school. Members of 
Judge Bryant’s family attended the dedication ceremony 
held during the competition dinner.  
 The team went on to compete in the ruby r. Vale Com-
petition where members rustin Brown, James Mason, and 
Thomas russell iii took Best Overall team by beating out 
24 other competitors! The team received dozens of kudos 
and congratulations from their fellow classmates and from 
the proud faculty and staff of the law school. “What an 
extraordinary achievement,” said Howard Law Professor 

Patricia Worthy. “Congratulations to the National Moot 
Court Team for a stellar accomplishment,” said Professor 
Alice Thomas. 
 All of the moot court teams demonstrated the excel-
lence of Howard University School of Law students.
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panel of highly regarded experts from the fields of law, medicine, academia, and public service addressed the issue of 
health care reform and its impact on America’s poorest communities. “There are many detractors who make claims 
against health care and the new laws,” said editors of the Howard Law Journal. “But with a growing number of un-

employed and underemployed Americans, the issue of health care reform is particularly relevant and ripe for discussion.” 
The Symposium proceedings will be published in the Spring 2012 issue of the Howard Law Journal.

(Left to right) Presenters Mary Crossley, 
Lisa Ikemoto, Sidney Watson, Gwendolyn 
Majette, and Karen Rothenberg at the 
Branton reception hosted by the Howard 
Law Journal.

A

Stephen Thomas, Professor of Health Services Administration, School of 
Public Health, University of Maryland, delivered remarks on the state of 
health care in vulnerable communities.

Eighth Annual Wiley A. Branton/Howard Law Journal Symposium

Health Care Reform and Vulnerable Communities: 
Can We Afford It? Can We Afford to Live Without It?

Howard Law Journal Members Jeanette Curtis, Maryam 
Mujahid, Ebony Griffin, and Jessica Martin at the fall 
Symposium.

Howard Law Journal Member Leila Siddiky with keynote 
speaker Congresswoman Donna M. Christensen (D-VI) 
and Dean Schmoke.

T H e  J U r i S T

Dr. Perry Payne Jr., Assistant 
Professor in the Department of 
Clinical Research and Leadership 
at George Washington University 
Medical Center, discussed 
the financial impact of health 
care reform. His article on the 
constitutional challenges of the 
individual mandate will appear in 
the Howard Law Journal.
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A Beloved Professor Retires

rofessor of Law Laurence C. Nolan retired from Howard 
University School of Law in 2011. The law school hosted 
a reception for the beloved professor, who taught at the 

law school for almost 30 years. Former and current students 
alike paid tribute to Professor Nolan’s teaching. Faculty col-
leagues spoke of her extensive scholarship, her service to the 
law school, and her “caring mentorship.” employees of the law 
school spoke of her friendship and concern for others. Former 
faculty members, former staff, and many of Professor Nolan’s 
friends shared in the momentous occasion. The law school 
presented Professor Nolan with gifts, flowers, and lots of love to 
express their gratitude and respect. She will be truly missed.

P

Law Librarian Eileen Santos and law students congratulated 
Professor Nolan on her retirement.

Professor Nolan and Professor 
Steven Jamar.

Professors Mariela Olivares (left) and 
Lisa Crooms with Professor Nolan.

Professor Sherman Rogers and Professor Nolan’s 
daughter Monique shared a laugh with her.

Former law school employees Roberta Herbert 
(left) and Barsie Jordan said they were happy for 

Professor Nolan.

Diane Gorman and Associate Dean Dark 
with Professor Nolan.

Professor Nolan with Professor 
Cynthia Mabry.
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Clarence Clyde Ferguson Lecture 2011

oward law students (left to right) 
Oliver Davis, Class of 2013, 
Daphne rubin-Vega, Class of 

2012, Christina Cobb, Class of 2012, 
and Brittany Gause, Class of 2013, at 
the Mid-Atlantic People of Color con-
ference hosted by the School of Law 
in January. The students presented 
their research to  conference attend-
ees on a range of topics, including the 
Federal reserve Bank of New York, 
affordable housing and gentrification 
in New York,  the mass incarceration 
of minorities, and the diagnosing of minority students with disabilities. “The conference theme was Law 
and the Historical Moment:  The Law’s response to 21st Century issues, and the students topics were very 
relevant,“ said Academic Dean Okianer Christian Dark. “Congratulations to all of the students on a job 
extremely well done,” she said.

istorian and lawyer Annette Gordon-reed (seated, second from left) with Dean 
Schmoke and students, faculty, and staff, on October 17, 2011. The School of 
Law presented Gordon-reed with the J. Clay Smith Jr. Award for her research 

and scholarship on Thomas Jefferson,  Sally Hemings, and the legacy of slavery. 
Her  book, The Hemingses of Monticello: An American Family,” won the 2009 
Pulitzer Prize in History as well as the Frederick Douglass Book Prize. Gordon-
reed currently teaches law and history at Harvard Law School. She said that she was 
“honored” to receive the award named for J. Clay Smith Jr., a scholar, historian, and 
former Howard law professor.

Mid-Atlantic People of Color Conference 2012

H

H
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he Student Bar Association (SBA) chose Professor Claire raj (center) as  
Faculty Member of the Year and presented her with an award at the annual 
Achievement Awards Ceremony on April 17. Professor raj is the equal 

Justice Program Coordinator in the Clinical Law Center and an instructor in the 
externship program. She recently organized the Eighth Annual Benefit Auction, a 
charitable event that benefits Howard law students who serve in unpaid summer 
public interest internships.  Dean Kurt Schmoke and SBA representative Athar 
Haseebullah presented Professor raj with the award.
 

ean Kurt Schmoke and Associate Dean Okianer Christian Dark along with Professors Lisa Crooms, Cynthia 
Mabry, Cheryl Nichols, Mariela Olivares, reginald robinson, and Patrice Simms attended the  Mid-Atlantic 
People of Color Legal Scholarship Conference hosted by the law school in January. The conference theme, 

“Law and the Historical Moment: The Law’s response to 21st Century issues,” covered a number of topics, includ-
ing Social Unrest and the response of Contemplative Lawyering, The response of Contemplative Lawyering to the 
economic Dominance of the Corporate Structure, and Opportunities for Advocacy and Shameless Self-Promotion 
Outside of the Classroom. Howard faculty presented works-in-progress or moderated panels. Dean Dark, site coor-
dinator for the two-day conference, said participants were impressed by the content of the presentations and with the 
overall conference. Several Howard law students also presented their research papers at the conference. 

D

Pictured left to right are 
Thomas Mitchell of the 
University of Wisconsin, 
Serena Williams of 
Widener, Dorothy Brown 
of Emory, and Henry 
Chambers, conference 
co-chair, from the 
University of Richmond, 
at the conference.

Howard Law Professor Reginald Robinson (right) with panelists Donald Tibbs of 
Drexel, Andre Pond Cummings of West Virginia, and Cheryl Wade of St. John’s.Professor Cheryl Nichols 

and Andre Smith of Widener, 
participated on The Response 
of Contemplative Lawyering to 
the Economic Dominance of the 
Corporate Structure panel.

SBA Faculty Member of the Year

T

Mid-Atlantic People of Color Conference 2012
Law and the Historical Moment: The Law’s Response to 21st Century Issues
Celebrating Charles Hamilton Houston and Contemplative Lawyering

7
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J. Clay Smith Jr. Exhibit Unveiled

Associate Supreme Court Justice Elena Kagan visited the law school in March to participate in the Ninth Annual James M. 
Nabrit Jr. Lecture Series. After her conversation with students, the former dean of Harvard Law School met with the deans 
and faculty of Howard Law School. Pictured with the Justice are (left to right) Dean Kurt Schmoke, Professors Claire Raj 
and Tamar Meekins; Assistant Dean Reginald McGahee; Associate Dean Dione Duckett; Professors Lisa Crooms, Ajmel 
Quereshi, and Josephine Ross; Associate Dean Okianer Christian Dark, and Professor Mariela Olivares.

rs. Patti Smith (left) and 
members of the family of 
J. Clay Smith Jr., Profes-

sor Alice Gresham Bullock, Dean 
Schmoke, and Library Director rhea Ballard-Thrower unveil the new J. Clay Smith Jr. exhibit in the Law Library.
 The event was held on October 17, 2011, on the occasion of the annual Clarence Clyde Ferguson Jr. Lecture, 
to recognize Professor Smith’s contributions as a professor of law, dean, and scholar. in 1986, Professor Smith 
obtained funding to initiate the Clyde Ferguson Lecture Series at the law school. The exhibit includes Professor 
Smith’s books, papers, and photographs of historical events.

The Justice and the Faculty

M
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Benjamin Todd Jealous, President and CEO of the NAACP, was the guest lecturer at the March 7 event. 
Here is an excerpt from his lecture on justice and the ongoing struggle for civil and human rights:

would argue that today, if we just 
want to hold on to what we have, and 
get what we are fighting for, but also 

regain what we have lost, then we have to 
get our justice system under control. Our 
justice system has to serve the purposes 
of justice. Our justice system frankly is 
the first purpose of our Constitution–to 
establish justice. Our justice system has 
become sort of a mythical panacea for 
every problem that we have.  incarcera-
tion: drug addict, incarcerate them; home-
less person, incarcerate them; somebody 
who is mentally ill, incarcerate them too.  
immigrants, don’t know what to do with 
them, incarcerate them…
 it is no longer enough for black peo-
ple, for people of color, for people of 
good conscious, of all colors, to aspire to be PArT of the legal 
system. We must aspire to take control of that system because it 
has taken control of our community.  And in order to do that – 
that means that so many of us who are inspired to be civil rights 
lawyers or public defenders, really need to think hard about be-
coming prosecutors. We must represent our people well and we 
must understand where the levers of power are, get our hands 
on those levers of power, and yet maintain the same heart of 
a public defender, the same heart of a civil rights activist, the 
same heart of somebody who believes that our Constitution is 
living and breathing, and that we are entitled to everything it 
entitles us to and more.
 We are entitled ultimately to a whole range of human rights, 
and a broader, divine notion of justice, and we have never as a 
people – again black people, people of color, people of good 
conscience of all colors in this country, as American people – 
have never allowed ourselves at any point from colonial days 
to today, to simply accept that justice is whatever is on paper at 
that moment.
 We must understand that most of the great human rights 
battles of this moment are about legislation, not litigation. even 
if that battle is just to get more funding for public defenders. Or 
more court appointed lawyers. And therefore all of us who real-
ly believe that we are called to be social engineers of a better so-
ciety, rather than parasites of a dying society, must create some 
space in our lives, in our professional plan, for being active.  As 
i was today, in Maryland, trying to get them to abolish the death 

penalty, and we are very close… i want 
all those bills before a committee so that 
they understand that Troy Davis’ spirit 
lives and that the death penalty must be 
abolished in this country.  i tell you it 
is something to watch. i had worked on 
that case for 15 years.  it is something to 
stand outside a prison as they kill your 
friend…     
 Finally, we must commit ourselves to 
conduct our lives with courage. You will 
climb the ladder higher, and there will 
be moments when you get scared. And 
when you get scared, when you get fear-
ful, when you worry about your political 
career, when you worry about becoming 
partner, understand that you are sitting 
in that seat because you stand on the 

shoulders of people – not giants – domestic workers, former 
slaves, people who are martyred whose names you do not even 
know.
 And you are there for a reason, which is to do justice, to do 
justice, to do justice, and there is no justice without courage.”

“

Ben Jealous with Dean Schmoke and Alvincent Hutson, Vice 
President of the Student Bar Association and member of the 
Class of 2012. Hutson presented a gift to Mr. Jealous on behalf 
of the law school community.

I

Ninth Annual James M. Nabrit  Jr. Lecture Series
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he students of Howard Uni-
versity are outraged and deter-
mined to have justice realized in 

Sanford, Florida and around the nation.  
More than five decades ago, a young 
man took a trip to visit his family and 
returned to his mother in a pine box. 
The assassination of Emmett Till in 
1955 was one of the primary catalysts 
of the modern Civil Rights Movement 
in America, sparking outrage across the 
country and around the world. 
 Sadly, it appears that America has 
not learned its lesson or that we have 
regressed to one of our more blatantly 
painful moments in our history.  Tray-
von Martin, a 17-year-old young man 
from Miami, Florida, was visiting his 
father in Sanford, Florida, in late Febru-
ary 2012. Trayvon, like Emmett all those 
years ago, returned to his mother in 
a pine box, along with the hopes and 
dreams that she had for her son. 
 On Wednesday,  April 11, 2012, af-
ter two million signatures on a change.
org petition started by Howard law 
alumni; after students, parents, and civil 
rights advocates mobilized across the 

country and around the world; after 
Howard students redefined civic ac-
tivism by creating a comprehensive 
online-based community which gained 
national acclaim; and after a group of 
nine students traveled to Sanford, Flor-
ida, to participate in a march and rally, 
the first piece of justice arrived.  The 
State of Florida charged George Zim-
merman with second-degree murder.  
Due to the efforts of so many, Trayvon’s 
death will not add to the list of men 
and women whose murders society 
deemed insignificant.  
 Despite its delayed arrival, we ap-
plaud Attorney General Eric Holder of 
the United States Justice Department, 
Assistant Attorney General Thomas 
Perez of the Civil Rights Division, and 
others at the Justice Department for 
heeding the ardent calls to investigate 
the Sanford Police Department and the 
circumstances surrounding this case. 
As the Justice Department investigates, 
we ask the Justice Department to un-
earth answers to several questions: 
Why the city coroner’s office did not 
release Trayvon’s body for three days?  
Why was Trayvon drug tested but not 
Mr. Zimmerman?  Why the police failed 
to interview key eyewitnesses even 
after they offered to give statements?  

How did the police come to such a 
swift conclusion of self-defense, though 
the 911 call clearly indicates that Mr. 
Zimmerman pursued Trayvon?  We will 
continue to fight until we receive an-
swers to these questions.
 Florida’s law allows persons to 
“Stand their ground” if they are at-
tacked, and then can only use force—
including deadly force—if he or she 
reasonably believes it is necessary to 
do so to prevent death or great bodily 
harm to himself … or to prevent the 
commission of a forcible felony.  See 
Fla. Stat. Ann. § 776.013 (3) (West) 
(2006) (emphasis added).  It is unclear 
to us how Trayvon could have attacked 
Mr. Zimmerman to cause him death or 
“great bodily harm,” or how he could 
have attempted to break into some-
one’s home while speaking on the 
phone, holding his iced tea and Skittles. 
 Trayvon Martin was our younger 
brother, cousin, friend, and neighbor.  
He and others like him are America’s 
children. Three days in a morgue and 
not released to his father. The victim 
tested for drugs but not the admit-
ted killer.  What do we tell our chil-
dren, our brothers, our sisters, and our 
friends if this stands?  We will no longer 
tolerate this violence and treatment of 
young black men as if their lives are in-
consequential.  
 The arrest and charge is the first 
step of many.  We must repeal or con-
strain the Stand Your Ground laws that 

Justice for Trayvon
By Khyla D. Craine and Students of Howard University

T
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Howard University students joined in with thousands of other citizens who marched on Sanford, Florida. The students 
met with Congresswoman Corrine Brown, who represents the District where Trayvon Martin was killed. Pictured with the 
Congresswoman are (left to right) Rickeysha Godfrey, Krystal Leaphart, Devin Coney, Trell Thomas, Shaneequa Brooks, 
Omari Anderson, Khyla Craine, and Alija Harrison. 

allow vigilantism instead of a controlled 
dispute resolution.  We must hold our 
elected and appointed leaders account-
able for the safety of ALL who live and 
visit within their jurisdiction.  Lastly, 
we must recognize that our children 
and our communities deserve much 
more than we give. Our opportunity 
to change the landscape of America is 
now. The world, once again, is watching.

The students also met with Sanford Mayor Jeff Triplett (center).
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t has been decades since the last 
remnants of the Jim Crow south 
ceased to exist and America sup-

posedly began taking steps toward 
true liberty and justice for all.  Yet, in 
the year 2012, a chilling and horrific 
blight on justice continues to plague 
this country. 
 I am a Black American male. Every 
day that I step outside of my door, I 
become Trayvon Martin. 
 America, and many countries 
around the world, have been brain-
washed and programmed for over a 
century to view the Black male as dan-
gerous, a threat to society, a pillager of 
White women, a murderer, a sexual 
deviant, and a threat to the masculinity 
of White men.  Black men and Blacks 
in general are also viewed as unintel-
ligent, lazy, unpatriotic and as having a 
feeling that society owes them some-
thing. These disgusting and bigoted ste-
reotypes could not be farther from the 
truth than saying that the earth is flat.  
Yet many of these mischaracterizations 
continue to be spewed by media pun-
dits, news reporters, politicians and 
various other media outlets. 
 A notion is carried like a virus 
through generations of whites and 
blacks in America that white is better 
than black and that black is not in any 
way equal to white.  Even in the Black 
community, certain Blacks consider 
white to be better than black.  White 
schools are better than black schools. 
White dolls are better than black dolls. 
Lighter skin is better than darker skin. 
Straighter or curly hair is better than 

coarse or kinked hair.  These pervasive 
outlooks on blackness carry over into 
hatred from Whites and self hatred 
from Blacks.  So what does this all have 
to do with Trayvon Martin? Well, let’s 
look at the facts.  Trayvon Martin was 
unarmed.  Trayvon Martin was not a 
threat to anyone.  Trayvon Martin was 
carrying only a bag of Skittles and a 

bottle of iced tea.  Trayvon Martin was 
targeted and profiled by a man who 
only saw skin color.  George Zimmer-
man, saw a young black male, which to 
him, was a representation of the afore-
mentioned stereotypes of Black men 
and the Black American community as 
a whole.  He saw a threat.  He saw a 
criminal. He saw a thug.  He saw a men-
ace to society.  He also saw someone 
who he perceived as less than pure, a 
non-white.  
 Why must a Black man have to 
wear a shirt and a tie to not be per-

ceived as dangerous or scary?  How 
much more vitriol, violence and hatred 
can a society take?  When these tragic 
issues arise, we as a nation tend to ask 
these questions.  What we should be 
doing is answering these questions be-
fore these tragic happenings occur.  
 The problem is that America is still 
not free.  We are not free mentally.  We 
are not free psychologically.  As long as 
our minds are psychologically blocked 
by mental barriers of prejudice, we, as 
in all Americans, will always be slaves.  
We will always be slaves to a society of 
ignorance and corporate, political and 
media malfeasance.  
 The psyche, and particularly group-
think, is a very powerful thing.  When 
a persistent outlook and perception 
continues to plague the American 
mind, consequences like this will in-
evitably surface and they will surface 
often. 
 The analogy has been given that if 
George Zimmerman were Black and 
Trayvon Martin were a “White-Hispan-
ic,” George Zimmerman would have 
been charged.  However, what if both 
Zimmerman and Trayvon had been 
Black?  Would Zimmerman have been 
charged?  My gut says yes.  
 Zimmerman however, passed the 
first qualifier.  He was not Black.  This 
meant he was more likely to be pure 
at heart, honest, well intentioned, and 
trustworthy. 
 If Zimmerman had been Black, the 
same prejudices, mischaracterizations 
and stereotypes would have quite pos-
sibly been applied to him the same way 
they were applied to Trayvon Martin.  
The irony would have been that Tray-
von would have received justice due 
to a stereotype that he himself was a 
victim of. 
 So when a self appointed neighbor-
hood watchman takes the life of an 
unarmed, nonthreatening civilian and 
the police allow him to go home un-

My hope is that one day 

Martin Luther King Jr. 

can be memorialized with 

more than just a large 

statue in Washington, 

D.C., but with his words 

and teachings of peace, 

justice, and equality...

What Happens When I 
Become Trayvon Martin?
By Scott Craft, Law Librarian
Howard University School of Law

I
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charged, what does that say about the 
psyche of those police officials?  Was 
their judgment affected by the color 
of the victim’s skin?  Was it affected by 
the color of the aggressor’s skin? 
 This despicable injustice that has 
happened to a young man on his way 
from picking up a bag of candy and an 
iced tea from a store is just another 
blemish on the questionable history 
of a very young country.  Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. envisioned this young 
country as a Promised Land:  “…and 
I’ve looked over, and I’ve seen the 
Promised Land. I may not get there 
with you, but I want you to know to-
night that we as a people will get to the 
Promised Land.”   

  Dr. King’s Promised Land was a 
place where people are judged by the 
content of their character and not the 
color of their skin. Even with the elec-
tion of a Black American president,    
Dr. King would still not see the “Prom-
ised Land” he once spoke of. He would 
only see a distorted, warped represen-
tation of the social justice he fought 
and died for. 
 My hope is that one day Martin   
Luther King Jr. can be memorialized 
with more than just a large statue in 
Washington, D.C., but with his words 
and teachings of peace, justice, and 
equality ingrained in the hearts and 
minds of America. I also hope that  
with this tragedy,  Trayvon Martin can 

be immortalized in every American as 
a reminder that we are all a part of one 
race, the human race.  
 So what happens when I become 
Trayvon Martin?  What happens when 
someone else’s son becomes Trayvon 
Martin?  Will there be another outcry 
from black organizations, churches, 
community leaders, etc?  Will there be 
another article like this one?  Another 
court case?  Another funeral?  Another 
life lost? Will there be…justice? 

I Am Trayvon Martin Too:
Fighting Against Racial Profiling of 
Communities of Color

By Jasbir (Jesse) Bawa, Legal Writting Instructor
Howard University School of Law

ne day this past semester, I 
brought my hoodie to school.  I 
told one of my students that I 

did that because I am Trayvon Martin 
too.  He looked at me like I was crazy. 
And rather than simply explain my 
thought process to just him, I thought 
it prudent to explain it to our wider 
community. 
 In case we haven’t met, I am some-
one readily identifiable as “foreign” or 
“other.” I am clearly not black or white. 
My ancestry is Indian and I was born 
and raised in Canada. Because I am not 
African American, I often get asked by 
prospective employers why I chose to 
attend Howard University School of 
Law (HUSL).  My rationale is simple: 

no matter where I am, I will always 
be an “other” and an outsider that 
doesn’t quite fit in.  I chose Howard 
because the historical civil rights legacy 
of legends like Thurgood Marshall and 
Charles Hamilton Houston, among 
many others, spoke to my idealistic no-
tion that I could help make the world 
a better place for everybody.  There is 
no better place to learn to be a social 
engineer.
 I attended this law school long ago 
enough that many things have changed 
but recently enough that 9-11 was 
fresh and new in my classmates’ and my 
social consciousness.  I remember try-
ing to convince my fellow classmates 
during a presentation in Advanced Evi-

dence that the racial profiling of any 
community is wrong. I was shocked 
by how vehemently most of them dis-
agreed with me. This was a time where 
my particular community was a walk-
ing target.  The Sikhs, a tiny religious 
minority out of India whose adherents  
grow their hair and wear turbans as 
an article of faith, were being mistaken 
for the enemy–those that attacked this 
nation. Hate crimes against my com-
munity were rampant and Muslims and 
anyone perceived as or mistaken for 
Muslim, including my own Sikh com-
munity, was now the object of outright 
hatred.  We were so caught off guard.  I 
had been detained and searched at air-
ports more times than I care to count.  

O
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My elderly mother was strip searched 
at the airport because of her ethnic 
dress, which she still describes as the 
most humiliating experience of her life. 
And my dear husband, a tall Sikh man 
with a turban and a beard, was viewed 
with such public suspicion that I truly 
feared for his personal safety.  Verbal 
abuse from strangers was common-
place, as we walked through the mall 
or other public places.  And yet in this 
very law school, where discrimination 
was battled and justice triumphed over 
injustice in the quest for civil rights, I 
was being told by my peers that my 
civil rights weren’t the same as their 
civil rights.  My civil rights were not as 
important because profiling me and 
those like me was in the interests of 
national security.  My community and I 
were suspicious and that was justified. 
 Despite this incident, years later, 
I came back to Howard to teach Le-
gal Writing. As part of the faculty, I 
watched with pride as the Howard 
University School of Law community 
reacted with outrage to the Trayvon 
Martin tragedy.  Are my students suspi-
cious because they are predominantly 

black and wear hoodies? Certainly 
not.   
 On March 24, 2012, in California, 
Shaima Alawadia, a 32-year-old Ameri-
can mother of five children ranging in 
ages from 8 to 17, was beaten to death 
with a tire iron simply because she 
wore a Muslim head-covering (hijab) 
and was of Iraqi descent. The note next 
to her body told the family to “go back 
to where they came from” and called 
them “terrorists.”  Just as frightening 
are the comments posted online about 
any article referencing Shaima’s death.  
Over a decade after 9-11, there is still 
a very strong public animus against 
Muslims even though the truth is that 
all Muslims are not terrorists.  
 September 11, 2001, is a defining 
moment for every American. For Sikh 
Americans, it marks the day that we 
became walking targets for hate. And 
we continue to do so to this day.  In 
March 2011, two elderly Sikh men, a 
78-year-old father Gurmej Atwal and 
his 67-year-old friend Surinder Singh 
were shot and killed while taking their 
daily afternoon stroll in their neigh-
borhood in Elk Grove, California. In 

March of this year, National Public Ra-
dio reported the case of a Sikh fam-
ily in Leesburg, Virginia that in a span 
of nine years had their home vandal-
ized with graffiti, and recently received 
their third death threat despite mov-
ing to another state.  This most recent 
letter was addressed to “The Turban 
Family.” The letter accuses the par-
ents, grandparents, and children of be-
ing members of the Taliban. The letter 
reads, in part: “We ask you to leave 
the country as soon as possible, oth-
erwise one of our people is going to 
shoot you dead.” One of the previous 
threats: “We will kill you; we will sell 
your children in Cuba, and tie up your 
women with your turbans.”  These in-
nocent people are not terrorists, but 
they are being terrorized. 
 I imagine that members of this Sikh 
family cannot live their day to day life 
without a palpable fear that impacts ev-
ery move and decision they make. This 
fear is parallel to the struggles of black 
males and their families who live every 
day with the fear that they too will be 
profiled as suspicious simply for being 
black. I am not saying this is exactly the 
same, clearly the black community has 
a long history of maltreatment and ra-
cial profiling that stems back to slav-
ery and the Jim Crow era, but there 
are common elements to the current 
civil rights of these different communi-
ties. The oneness is rooted in the fear 
of being profiled, the hatred, and the 
very real potential for violence against 
them.  Every parent of a child of color 
wonders if their child will be victimized 
next simply on the basis of appearance.
 This past year, as part of my sup-
port and involvement with a Sikh 
civil rights group in this area, the Sikh 
American Legal and Education Fund 
(SALDEF), I invited some former stu-
dents and some of my Legal Writing 
colleagues to their gala event.  It was 
a colliding of my worlds: my personal 
fight for the civil rights of Sikh-Amer-
icans and my separate world teaching 
at Howard.  I wanted to reconcile the 

Professor Bawa with her family at the 2011 Easter Egg Hunt at the White House.
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two. Our table received a shout out 
from the prestigious keynote speaker, 
a HUSL alumnus working at the White 
House.  I beamed with pride as HUSL 
received recognition from my commu-
nity and my guests learned about the 
civil rights of a community of color 
that they knew little to nothing about.  
It didn’t stop there—one of the class 
of 2012 students, Chris Martin, sought 
to volunteer with SALDEF, providing 
them with legal research and writ-
ing on a civil rights issue. Listening to 
Chris Martin and Taneka Miller, my for-
mer students, speak about what they 
gained from this experience makes me 
hopeful.
 Increasingly in our nation, ethnic-
ity and race fuel the suspicion that 
one isn’t really American and does 
not really belong here. There are nu-
merous victims of racial profiling of 
various communities of color: the nu-
merous Sikh men wearing turbans and 
beards beaten or killed for appearing 
“suspicious.”  Despite the truth that 
every Muslim is not a terrorist, and 
that every Spanish speaking person 
with brown skin is not illegally in this 
country, the wider dragnet allows for 
public distrust for anyone who might 
be perceived as a terrorist or an ille-
gal immigrant—the target: brown skin.  
In Arizona and states like it that are 
seeking to enforce immigration law on 
a state level, speaking Spanish and hav-
ing brown skin can result in detention 
absent proof of proper documentation 
proving legal status in this country. This 
is yet another instance where skin col-
or and ethnicity amount to suspicion. 
 While hijabs and turbans, as ar-
ticles of faith, are not synonymous to 
hoodies, on the morning after Shaima’s 
death, the authors of the parenting 
blog, Momstrology, tweeted: “A teen 
murdered for wearing hooded sweater. 
An Iraqi woman beaten to death for 
wearing a head scarf. Our hearts ache 
for you.”  But the real issue is beyond 
the article of clothing--it is this pur-
ported suspicion that race and/or eth-

nicity create.   When we react to other 
people simply based on our personal 
biases, we are judging people without 
knowing who they really are. While 
some judgment is inherent in personal 
interactions, such as an employer sizing 
up a prospective employee, this judg-
ment is particularly insidious when we 
typecast an entire group of people as 

“suspicious” based upon fear. “Flying 
while brown” equals “suspicious,” just 
as readily as “driving while black.”  The 
purported rationale for the suspicion 
is arguably different; the brown flier is 
typecast as a terrorist while the black 
driver a thief or other criminal. How-
ever, the outright result of profiling 
based upon race is the same.  We as a 
society should not permit people’s fear 
to fuel notions of which communities 
of color are suspicious. Fear should 
not automatically equal suspicion and 
should never further an act of hatred 
or violence. This is precisely how hate 
crimes are born. History should teach 
us that to classify an entire group of 
people as suspicious for any reason is 
wrong.  The persecution of Jews during 
WWII, and the internment of Japanese 
Americans are examples of the egre-
gious actions that can occur when so-
ciety permits the singling out of people 
simply based on what they look like. 
We must fight to educate people to 
act and react in celebration of all com-
munities of color, instead of fear and 
suspicion against them. The reality is 
that enhancing the civil rights of one 
community is a step forward for every 
community. 

 Through the criminal trial of 
George Zimmerman, as we continue 
to act and react to the tragic death of 
Trayvon Martin and the demonization 
of black males more broadly, I implore 
you to remember all those that are 
profiled because of their race.  While 
justice may be served for the Martin 
family, the fight must not end. Contin-
ue to fight for justice for the Alawa-
dia family, and for the Atwal, and Singh 
families and all the unnamed souls who 
are profiled based on their appearance 
and are targeted or killed because of 
it.  Fight for all of them by declaring 
all racial profiling wrong and unjust in 
every situation.  Even back in 1967, Dr. 
King recognized that “returning vio-
lence for violence multiplies violence, 
adding deeper darkness to a night al-
ready devoid of stars. Darkness cannot 
drive out darkness: only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out hate: only 
love can do that.” 
  In the future, my now four year old 
son will sport a turban and beard. 
I wonder if I will have to fear for his 
safety the way I still fear for my hus-
band.  Will you be the social engineers 
fighting for his rights too? Within his 
first month of preschool at age three, 
he learned that he is viewed as “differ-
ent” and that people don’t understand 
him and his long hair wrapped in a re-
ligious head covering. I will continue to 
teach him to celebrate differences and 
fight for justice for everyone. I fully an-
ticipate challenges in his climb through 
adolescence as he learns to navigate 
the judgmental nature of people who 
don’t know what to make of his ap-
pearance and react with suspicion and 
distrust. 
 He will be innocent, yet suspicious. 
And in that sense, he is Trayvon Martin 
too.  
 And thus so am I. 

“Increasingly in our 

nation, ethnicity and race 

fuel the suspicion that 

one isn’t really American 

and does not really 

be long here.”
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mbassador Andrew Young’s humanitarian efforts and influence have 
spanned the globe.  From his beginnings as an ordained minister and top aide 
to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. during the civil rights movement to his current 

position as founding principal and chair of GoodWorks International, an organization 
that embraces his long-held mission of facilitating economic development in the 
Caribbean and Africa, Ambassador Young has dedicated himself to improving the 
lives of all people, particularly those in Africa and the Diaspora.
 His “good works” have taken him to more than 150 countries, including 48 of 
53 countries in Africa. Through his leadership, countries throughout the world have 
created a successful model that combines religion, education, democracy and free 
enterprise in ways that support the public good. 
 Ambassador Young earned a Bachelor of Science degree from Howard University 
in 1951 and a Bachelor of Divinity degree from Hartford Seminary in 1955. He has 
received honorary degrees from more than 60 institutions, including Swarthmore 
College, Duke University, Emory University, Clark Atlanta University, Howard 
University, the University of Georgia, and Morehouse College, which named its Center for International Affairs in his 
honor. He has also received honorary degrees from international educational institutions including the University of 
Pretoria South Africa and the University of Maiduguri Nigeria. Georgia State University’s School of Policy Studies, 
which carries his name, is one of the best policy schools in the United States. 
 Ambassador Young served in the United States Congress and as United States Ambassador to the United Nations 
during the Carter Administration. In 1996, he was awarded the Olympic Order, the highest award of the Olympic 
Movement, for his work as International Vice President for Law Engineering and Chair of the Centennial Olympic 
Games hosted in Atlanta.  
 Ambassador Young serves or has served on numerous corporate boards of directors and advisory boards including 
the Southern African Enterprise Development Fund,  the Leon H. Sullivan Foundation, the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Center for Nonviolent Social Change, Diversapack, Barrick Gold, United Nations, AMC, and the Atlanta Falcons. 
 While mayor of the City of Atlanta for two terms, Young helped attract 1,100 new businesses and 70 billion 
dollars in private investments, and created one million new jobs. His leadership helped the City to earn the international 
reputation it holds today. He is the author of two books, A Way Out of No Way and An Easy Burden, and co-author of 
Walk in My Shoes. Ambassador Young recently received the Emmy for Lifetime Achievement. Young continues to call 
Atlanta home where he lives with his wife, Carolyn McClain Young. He is the father of three daughters and one son and 
the grandfather of eight. 
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2012
LINDA A. AJAWARA will be clerk-
ing for the Chief Judge George A. 
Yanthis of the United States District 
Court for the Southern District of 
New York. 

MARIA-DANIEL ASTURIAS 
received the equal Justice Works 
Fellowship. She also published her 
Note, “Burden Shifting and Faulty 
Assumptions: The impact of Horne v. 
Flores on State Obligations to Ado-
lescent eLLs Under the eeOA,” in 
the Winter 2012 issue of the Howard 
Law Journal.

CHRISTINA COBB, KERREL 
MCCRIMONS, and NANA SAR-
pONG served as editors on The 
Barrister.

JEANETTE M. CURTIS’ article 
“A Fighting Chance: inequities in 
Charter School Funding & Strategies 
for Achieving equal Access to Public 
School Funds,” will appear in the 
Spring 2012 issue of the Howard Law 
Journal.

GENERRA C. BOOzER received 
the Deans Leadership Award for 
2011-2012.

JOURDAN E. BROOKS will be 
clerking for Judge Herman Dawson 
of the Prince George’s County Circuit 
Court.

RUSTIN BROWN received the 
Student of the Year Award from the 
School of Law.

DARNELL COLES JR. will be 
clerking at the Superior Court of Con-
necticut.

NURUDEEN ELIAS served as 
editor-in-chief of The Barrister.  He 

is also a member of the Howard Law 
Journal. His Note, entitled “Ameri-
ca’s religious Values at a Crossroads: 
Lifting the Veil on Zoning Decisions 
to ensure Victory for the America of 
the Constitution and religious Toler-
ance,” will be published in the Spring 
2012 issue. 

NICOLE p. GRANT was offered a 
clerkship with the Honorable Phyl-
lis D.Thompson of the District of 
Columbia Court of Appeals. 

SHONTAE D. GRAY will be 
clerking for the Honorable Gerald J. 
Council of the New Jersey Superior 
Court-Mercer County. 

TIFFANY I. GREEN will be clerk-
ing with the Honorable Bruce D. 
White of the Fairfax County Circuit 
Court, Nineteenth Judicial Circuit.

AURELIA HEpBURN-BRISCOE 
published “irreparable Harm in Pat-
ent, Copyright, and Trademark Cases 
After Ebay v. Mercexchange,” in the 
Winter 2012 issue of the Howard Law 
Journal.

AARIEL HOLMES served as 
President of the Howard Public inter-
est Law Society 2011-2012 Auction 
Committee and executive Board.

ALvINCENT HUTSON II 
received the ALi-ABA Scholarship 
and Leadership Award.

SHEILA ISONG, CHRISTOpHER 
MARTIN, HARRISON SMITH, 
and JACLYNN WILLIAMS 
received Service Awards from the 
Office of Student Affairs.

ROBERT JACKSON and        
ROBERT MEDINE received the 
2011 Crowell and Moring Public 
interest Fellowship.

ELIJAH JOHNSON JR. will be 
clerking for Judge Gwendolyn Blue 
of the New Jersey Superior Court-
Camden County.

JUDITH O. KORANTENG will be 
clerking with Judge Natalia Combs-
Greene of the Superior Court of the 
District of Columbia.

CHRISTOpHER L. MARTIN will 
be clerking for the Honorable Sheila 
r. Tillerson Adams, Administrative 
Judge of the Prince George’s County 
Circuit Court, 7th Judicial Circuit.  

YOLANDA N. MELvILLE will be 
clerking for the Honorable Susan F. 
Maven of the New Jersey Superior 
Court, Appellate Division.

ANTHONY MIDDLEBROOKS 
received the Office of Admissions 
Volunteer of the Year Award.

MARYAM F. MUJAHID’S       
Note, “romeo and Juliet-A Tragedy 
of Love by Text: Why Targeted Pen-
alties that Offer Front-end Severity 
and Back-end Leniency are Neces-
sary to remedy the Teenage Mass-
Sexting Dilemma,” was published 
in the Fall 2011 issue of the Howard 
Law Journal and has been nomi-
nated for a Burton Award for Legal 
Achievement.

ELEN NEGASI will be clerking for 
the Honorable Susan F. Maven of the 
New Jersey Superior Court. 

LANRE pOpOOLA will be clerking 
for the Honorable Beverly J. Wood-
ard of the Prince George’s County 
Seventh Judicial Circuit.

TOMEALA S. ROMEO will be 
clerking for Judge eric M. Johnson, 
Circuit Court of Maryland, Sixth 
Judicial Circuit.

LINSEY RUHL received the Public 
interest Student of the Year Award.

LEILA R. SIDDIKY published 
“Keep the Court room Doors Closed 
So the Doors of Opportunity Can   
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remain Open: An Argument for 
Maintaining Privacy in the Juvenile 
Justice System,” in the Fall 2011     
issue of the Howard Law Journal.

HARRISON SMITH served as Firm 
Committee Chair for the Howard 
Public interest Law Society 2011-
2012 Auction Committee and execu-
tive Board.

LUz A. TORRES received the L. 
Douglas Wilder Award for Academic 
Achievement.

JENNIFER N. WILLIAMS served 
as a White House intern in Vice 
President Joe Biden’s Domestic 
Policy Office during the Spring of 
2012. Williams conducted research on 
several issues, including healthcare, 
education, and alternative energy 
sources.

BETSELOT A. zELEKE’S      
Comment, “Federal Judges Gone 
Wild: The Copyright Act of 1976 and 
Technology, rejecting the indepen-
dent economic Value Test,” was 
published in the Fall 2011 issue of the 
Howard Law Journal.

2013 & 2014
Yahshuah Ford, Michelle Mills, and 
Carl essel-Mensah were elected to 
the 2012-2013 executive Board of 
the GOLER TEAL BUTCHER IN-
TERNATIONAL MOOT COURT 
TEAM. in addition, the team selected 
new members, including Alexia 
Brown, Michael Browne, Jada Cain, 
Brian Caldwell, richard Carlton, Chi-
na Dickerson, Laura Harding, Mea-
gan Lynch, Shannon McNeal, Heran 
Medhin, Caleb Pearson, Germaal 
ross, and Kevin russell.

THE HUvER I. BROWN TRIAL 
ADvOCACY MOOT COURT 
TEAM welcomed new members
Durriyyah rose, Janeese Lewis, Ash-
ley Sawyer, Sierra Wallace, Tamika 
Hawkins, Danielle Jones, Janelle 
Christian, Matthew emmick, Anilu 
Chadwick, Carmel Henry, Kia Smith,
Ashlee Lewis, Casey Payton, Justin 
Bell, Montez Cobb, edward Hill, 
Maso Hamilton, Michael Browne, 
Nicole George, Felicia Hunter, Chad 
Clinton, and Brandon Taylor.
 

THE CHARLES HAMILTON 
HOUSTON MOOT COURT 
TEAM elected 18 new members for 
the 2012-2013 team, including Bre-
anna Bledsoe, Blair Burnett, Monique 
Cobb, George Davis, Amber Jordan, 
Dierra Luckett, Adrienne Ferrell, Car-
los Segarra, Keith Gilmore, Christen 
B’anca Glenn, Michael Goode, Cindy 
Unegbu, elizabeth Ward, Parand 
Kashani, Courtney Malden, Candice 
Smith, Tiana Towns, and Amanda 
Butler Jones.

Angela Porter, roselle Oberstein, 
Nadine Mompremier, Alyssia Bry-
ant, and Sharaya Cabansag were 
elected to the executive board of the     
HOWARD LAW JOURNAL for 
2012-2013.
 
Tetteh Quaynor, Afua Ofosu,  
Giovanna Jean-Baptiste, Peter David-
son ii, Kristin Woods, Laura Harding, 
Anna Bruton, and Darcey Thompson 
were elected to the executive board  
of the HUMAN RIGHTS & 
GLOBALIzATION LAW  
REvIEW.



his pictorial history contains hundreds of pho-
tographs documenting more than a century of 

Howard University School of Law’s contributions to 
American society. This book was produced as part of 
the Law School’s 140th Anniversary celebration, and 
only a limited number of copies were printed. Own a 
piece of Howard Law’s history and order your copy 
today!

$25 plus $5 shipping and handling. To order by 
check or money order, make check payable to 
Howard University School of Law and mail it 
to the address below.

T

Yes, I want to own a piece of Howard Law’s history! Enclosed is payment in the amount of $30. please ship my 
copy of A Legacy of Defending the Constitution to:  

Name ______________________________________________________________________ Alumni Year ___________
Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________
City, State, Zip _____________________________________________________________________________________
e-mail Address_____________________________________________________________________________________

Be sure to include your complete mailing address. Please allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. 

Mail to:  Howard University School of Law • Publications Department, Room ND 306 •    
 2900 Van Ness Street, NW • Washington, DC  20008

To pay by credit card, please visit our Web site at www.law.howard.edu. 

All proceeds support the 140th Anniversary Fund.





The Jurist
Howard University School of Law
2900 Van Ness Street, N.W.
Washington, DC  20008

www.law.howard.edu


