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October 27, 2020 

 

Council of the District of Columbia 

1350 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W., Suite 117  

John A. Wilson Building  

Washington, D.C. 20004 

 

Re: B23-0195 – Michael A. Stoops Amendment Act of 2019  

 

Dear Honorable Council Members, 

 

The Fair Housing Clinic at the Howard University School of Law (“Howard Law”) writes to 

express its support for the Michael A. Stoops Anti-Discrimination Amendment Act of 2019 (“the 

Stoops Act”) (B23-0195), which amends the D.C. Human Rights Act of 1977.1  The D.C. 

Human Rights Act has been pivotal in ensuring that the housing rights of the District’s residents 

are protected by law.  The passage of the Stoops Act would protect individuals experiencing 

homelessness as a class, and guarantee equal access to housing for residents whom are the most 

neglected and overlooked in our community. 

 

As one of the nation’s oldest law schools, and the oldest historically black college or university 

law school, Howard Law has long placed the defense of human rights, equality and dignity at the 

heart of its educational practice.  Accordingly, the meaning of civil rights statutes and accordant 

regulations is central to the Law School’s social justice educational model and history.  As 

student attorneys providing services to underserved and indigent residents of the District of 

Columbia, we witness the detrimental cycles of poverty and discrimination experienced by our 

clients.  We urge this Council to pass the Stoops Act in order to adequately serve D.C. residents 

experiencing homelessness and move towards the eradication of housing discrimination.  

 

I. Protecting individuals experiencing homelessness as a class under the D.C. 

Human Rights Act would remove barriers preventing the homeless from 

attaining housing in Washington, D.C.   

 

According to a January 22, 2020, Point-In-Time Survey from the Metropolitan Washington 

Council of Governments, 6,380 residents in the District of Columbia were experiencing 

homelessness2.  While the District has made great strides in assisting its residents with finding 

adequate housing, the fact remains that nine of every 1,000 people that live in the District are 

 
1 D.C. Law 2-38; D.C. Official Code § 2-1401.01 et seq. 
2 Patricia Sullivan, “Annual homeless count shows slight drop, fewest unhoused since 2001,” Washington Post (June 

11, 2020) https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-homeless-survey/2020/06/11/fd16f1aa-ab44-11ea-a9d9-

a81c1a491c52_story.html.  
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homeless.  According to the same survey, children account for fifty-nine percent of homeless 

residents in the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area.   

 

Additionally, despite making up approximately forty-seven percent of the District’s population, 

nearly eighty-seven percent of residents experiencing homelessness are African American.3  

Seventy-eight percent of adults experiencing homelessness with their families are women.4 

Further, according to the 2016 DC Homeless Youth Census, forty-three percent of youths 

experiencing homelessness identify as members of the LGBTQ+ community.5  

 

The purpose of the D.C. Human Rights Act is “to secure an end to discrimination for any 

reason.”6  However, housing discrimination is often a precursor to homelessness, and the 

experience of homelessness can lead to further discrimination.  For example, prior rental history 

is considered by landlords when choosing prospective tenants.  The lack of rental history can 

create an additional hurdle for applicants experiencing homelessness when trying to apply for 

housing.  For people experiencing homelessness due to eviction, an eviction on an applicant’s  

rental history can make finding other housing extremely challenging and thus leaving he or she 

vulnerable to further housing discrimination.7  Moreover, many of these tenants do not have the 

resources to find alternative housing.  The passage of the Stoops Act would protect these tenants’ 

legal rights and encourage many to be more vocal about improper practices of their landlords. 

 

II. As incidences of homelessness will likely increase due to the COVID-19 

pandemic, it is imperative that individuals experiencing homelessness be 

protected by the D.C. Human Rights Act.  

 

The incidence of homelessness will likely increase due to the COVID-19 pandemic as millions 

face unemployment, and mortgage forbearances and eviction moratoriums come to an end across 

the country.  D.C. experts have estimated as many as 57,000 households are now at risk of losing 

their homes.8  Several of these households are likely to experience homelessness as a result.   

 

Considering these trends, public safety interests demand that protections under the D.C. Human 

Rights Act must be in place as more residents may find themselves experiencing homelessness.  

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, people experiencing homelessness 

are uniquely vulnerable and are among those facing an increased risk of severe illness from 

COVID-19 due to older age, existing health conditions, and fewer opportunities to engage in 

 
3 The Community Partnership for the Prevention of Homelessness, “2020 Point-In-Time Count (Jan. 22, 2020) 

https://community-partnership.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/2020PITCountFactSheet.pdf. 
4 Id. 
5 Julie Strupp, “Nearly Half of DC’s Homeless Youth are LGBTQ, and They’re Not Getting the Support They 

Need,” The Washingtonian (June 29, 2017) https://www.washingtonian.com/2017/06/29/bigotry-poverty-keeping-

washingtons-lgbtq-youth-homeless/. 
6 D.C. Law 2-38; D.C. Official Code § 2-1401.01 et seq. 
7 Id. 
8 Josh Kaplan, “Thousands Of D.C. Renters Are Evicted Every Year. Do They All Know to Show To Court?,” 

DCist (Oct. 5, 2020) https://dcist.com/story/20/10/05/thousands-of-d-c-renters-are-evicted-every-year-do-they-all-

know-to-show-up-to-court/. 
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general wellness care.9  Living in shelters or on the streets makes it almost impossible to observe 

social distancing or have access to other virus avoidance practices, like frequent hand-washing.10   

 

Furthermore, these risks fall on groups already experiencing disproportionate homelessness, 

housing discrimination, and high rates of COVID-19 infections, including Black and Hispanic 

people, American Indians, survivors of family violence, LGBTQ+ youth, young adults “aging 

out” of the foster care system, and people returning home from jails and prisons.11  The potential 

rise in overall homelessness threatens to overwhelm an already strained District support system, 

leaving residents unable to access needed services, increased difficulty to recover financially, 

and increased susceptibility to COVID-19 infection.   

 

The risk of homelessness will likely remain elevated with high unemployment rates expected 

through 2022, and many experts expecting additional waves of COVID-19 infections.12  As the 

District contemplates plans for responsibly reopening the city, consideration must be given to the 

urgent housing, health, and economic needs of residents.  Ensuring protections for the homeless 

under the D.C. Human Rights Act will preemptively protect vulnerable groups likely to 

experience homelessness and also benefit homeless services providers in the wake of the 

pandemic. 

 

We urge Council Members to pass the Michael A. Stoops Anti-Discrimination Amendment Act 

of 2019 and, in so doing, extend protections to those experiencing homelessness from housing 

discrimination.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joshua S. Davenport 

Student Attorney 

 

James Battle   

Student Attorney 

 

 
9 The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, “Interim Guidance on Unsheltered Homelessness and 

Coronavirus Disease 2019 for Homeless Service Providers and Local Officials Interim Guidance on People 

Experiencing Unsheltered Homelessness,” Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (Aug. 6, 2020) 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/homeless-shelters/unsheltered-homelessness.html. 
10 Id. 
11 The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, “People Experiencing or at Risk of Homelessness Should Be a 

Priority in State COVID-19 Responses,” The Center on Budget and Policy Priorities (June 10, 2020) 

https://www.cbpp.org/research/housing/people-experiencing-or-at-risk-of-homelessness-should-be-a-priority-in-

state-covid. 
12 David Greene, “Former CDC Official Warns Of 2nd COVID-19 Wave: Most Americans Are Still Susceptible,” 

National Public Radio (May 6, 2020) https://www.npr.org/sections/coronavirus-live-

updates/2020/05/06/851190730/a-majority-of-americans-are-still-susceptible-to-coronavirus-khan-says. 


