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CURRICULUM VITAE 
 

Prof. Harold McDougall 
TEL: 202-806-8052 

E-MAIL: hmcdougall@law.howard.edu 
Blogspot: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/harold-a-
mcdougall/ 

Scholarship: http://ssrn.com/author=624566 
 

EMPLOYMENT 

Director Emeritus, Masters In Law Program, Howard University, (2019-present) 

Director, Masters In Law Program, Howard University, (2016-2019) 

Professor of Law (1975-present) 

Howard University, Catholic University; Cornell University; CUNY Law 
School at Queens College; Antioch University; Rutgers University 

Director, Law and Public Policy Program Catholic University (1985 to 1996) 

National Legislative Director NAACP (1996-1997) 
 

EDUCATION 

Harvard College, B.A. magna cum laude, 1967; Editorial Board, Harvard Crimson; Managing 
Editor, Harvard Journal of Negro Affairs, Henry Russell Shaw Post-Graduate Traveling 
Fellowship 

Yale Law School, J.D., 1971; Editorial Board, Yale Law Journal 
 

CONSULTING 

US A.I.D., NAACP, Kaufmann, Kellogg, Kettering, and Village Foundations,  Prince 
Charitable Trust, Whiteboard Labs (Delhi, India) and New Juaben Municipal 
Assembly (Ghana): focus--participatory democracy, sustainable development, 
deliberative dialogue). 

PUBLICATIONS 

Books 

BLACK BALTIMORE: A NEW THEORY OF COMMUNITY (Philadelphia: Temple 
University Press, 1993) proposes a new approach to the renovation and revitalization 
of community civic culture. 
 
AFRICAN AMERICAN CIVIL RIGHTS IN THE AGE OF OBAMA: A HISTORY AND 
A HANDBOOK (Lulu.com, 2011) highlights remaining U.S. human rights “trouble 
spots” such as racial profiling, hate crimes, discrimination against consumers, 

mailto:hmcdougall@law.howard.edu
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/harold-a-mcdougall/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/harold-a-mcdougall/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/harold-a-mcdougall/
http://ssrn.com/author%3D624566
https://www.amazon.com/Black-Baltimore-New-Theory-Community/dp/1566391938/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2J5T49UI16M81&keywords=harold+mcdougall&qid=1648279466&s=books&sprefix=harold+mcdougall%2Cstripbooks%2C53&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/AFRICAN-AMERICAN-CIVIL-RIGHTS-OBAMA/dp/0557248329/ref=sr_1_3?crid=2J5T49UI16M81&keywords=harold+mcdougall&qid=1648279544&s=books&sprefix=harold+mcdougall%2Cstripbooks%2C53&sr=1-3
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employment discrimination, voting rights, housing discrimination and discrimination 
in public education. It also looks at citizen action and access to local government. 
 
THE STRUGGLE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., 
MONTGOMERY TO MEMPHIS, 1963-1966 
(SG Publishing 2015), is a historical simulation in which students role-play characters 
set in moments of crisis during the American Civil Rights Movement. They work 
toward achieving victory objectives by giving paper presentations, holding 
discussions and debates, and voting on various objectives. 
 
DEMOCRACY ON A HUMAN SCALE (Eliva Press 2022) examines how a failure to 
learn the "hierarchy lesson" causes many social justice movements to either fade or 
transform away from their original mission. The answer lies in small groups, 
organized to match our genetically engineered empathic connections, linked into 
"citizen’s assemblies" to address social justice issues from the ground up, creating true 
democracy at a human scale. 

Book Chapters 

In BOUNDARY CROSSERS: CASE STUDIES OF HOW TEN OF AMERICA’S 
METROPOLITAN REGIONS WORK, edited by Bruce Adams and John Parr. College 
Park, Md.: Academy of Leadership Press, 1997. 

❖ “Charlotte: A Company Town” 

❖ “San Antonio: A Multicultural Community” and 

❖ “San Diego: Building a Bi-National Knowlege-Based Economy” 

In ATTORNEY’S DESK LIBRARY. Deerfield, Ill: Clark Boardman Callaghan, 1995. 

❖ “Real Estate Law 

In C. Geisler and F. Popper, LAND REFORM AMERICAN STYLE (Rowman & 
Allanheld: N.J., 1984) 

❖ “Land Reform and the Struggle for Black Liberation: From 
Reconstruction to Remote Claims” 

Articles 

Twenty-five law review articles, four magazine articles, one student note (See 
hyperlinked compendium attached) 

❖ General topics—law and public policy; sustainable development; land 
planning, finance, and development; civil rights; human rights 

❖ Civil and Human Rights 

o Police Reform and Community Service, 77 NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 

REVIEW  (forthcoming November 2020) Reviewed by Scholastica, 
October 21, 2020, at https://blog.scholasticahq.com/post/reexamining- 
role-police-society/ (Protect and serve whom? Reexamining the role of 
police in society: Interview with Harold McDougall) 

https://www.amazon.com/Struggle-Civil-Rights-Student-Handbook/dp/0692593470/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2J5T49UI16M81&keywords=harold+mcdougall&qid=1648279544&s=books&sprefix=harold+mcdougall%2Cstripbooks%2C53&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Struggle-Civil-Rights-Student-Handbook/dp/0692593470/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2J5T49UI16M81&keywords=harold+mcdougall&qid=1648279544&s=books&sprefix=harold+mcdougall%2Cstripbooks%2C53&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Democracy-Human-Scale-Harold-McDougall/dp/1636485804/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2J5T49UI16M81&keywords=harold+mcdougall&qid=1648279544&s=books&sprefix=harold+mcdougall%2Cstripbooks%2C53&sr=1-4
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o Economic Equality and Social Solidarity: MLK’s Neglected Legacies, 14 
HARVARD LAW & POLICY REVIEW 701-728 (2020), Reviewed by Scholastica, 
January 27, 2020, at https://blog.scholasticahq.com/post/mlk-last-book- 
social-inequity-today/ (What MLK's last book teaches about social 
inequity today: Interview with Harold McDougall) 

o Human Hierarchy and High School Shootings, 3 HOWARD HUMAN & CIVIL 

RIGHTS LAW REVIEW 79-104 (2019) 

o Class Contradictions in the Civil Rights Movement: The Politics of 
Respectability, Disrespect, and Self-Respect, 1 HOWARD HUMAN & CIVIL 

RIGHTS LAW REVIEW 45 (2017) (featured in Scholastica’s May 2017 
spotlight blog, Class Tensions and the Civil Rights Movement: Interview  
with Harold .McDougall.) 

➢ Law and Political Economy 

o Humans, Hierarchy, and Human Rights, 73 NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD 

REVIEW 129 (2018) (featured in Scholastica’s April 2018 spotlight blog, 
Progressing social justice causes: Interview with Harold McDougall.) 

o The Challenges of Legal Education in the Neoliberal University, 72 
NATIONAL LAWYERS GUILD REVIEW 65 (2015) 

➢ Reflective Lawyering: 

o Reconstructing African American Cultural DNA: An Action Research Agenda 
for Howard University, 55 HOWARD LAW JOURNAL 63 (2011) 

o Lawyering and The Public Interest in the 1990's, 60 FORDHAM LAW REV.1 
(1991) 

o Social Movements, Law, and Public Policy: A Clinical Dimensionfor the 
New Legal Process," 75 CORNELL LAW REV. 105 (1990) 

➢ Cause and community lawyering: 

o The Rebellious Law Professor: Combining Cause and Reflective 
Lawyering,” 65 J. LEGAL EDUC. 326 (2015) (featured in Scholastica’s 
December 2015 spotlight blog, Becoming a “Rebellious Law Professor”: 
Interview with Harold McDougall.) 

o Social Change Requires Civic Infrastructure, 56 HOWARD LAW JOURNAL  801 

(2013) 

BLOGS 

Fifteen blogs for the Huffington Post (Politics, Green, Black Voices, and Education) 
 

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 

Over fifty public speaking engagements, including appearances at NAACP events, 
church sermons, professional conferences, fundraisers for nonprofit 
organizations, radio and television appearances, including lectures to 

http://blog.scholasticahq.com/post/class-tensions-and-the-civil-rights-movement/
http://blog.scholasticahq.com/post/class-tensions-and-the-civil-rights-movement/
https://blog.scholasticahq.com/post/progressing-social-justice-causes/
https://blog.scholasticahq.com/post/progressing-social-justice-causes/
https://blog.scholasticahq.com/post/becoming-a-rebellious-law-professor-interview-with-harold-mcdougall/
https://blog.scholasticahq.com/post/becoming-a-rebellious-law-professor-interview-with-harold-mcdougall/
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universities in Delhi, India, sponsored by the United State Educational 
Foundation in India (2007); keynote speaker at the Pro-Vice Chancellor’s 
Convocation of the University of Southern Africa (2008); keynote address to 
the International Association for Research on Service Learning and 
Community Engagement (2012) 
 

PODCASTS 

Episode 59: The 2020 Election, The Courts, And Unions For All with Prof. Harold 
McDougall, By Jon Wainwright & The McGeorge School of Law Capital Center 
for Law & Policy on February 27, 2020. (Howard University Law Professor 
Harold McDougall comes on the podcast to talk about the 2020 election, the US 
judicial system, some of philosophies behind the policies of presidential 
candidates, and the unions for all movement and what the impact of that 
movement succeeding could look like 
.https://www.capimpactca.com/2020/02/unions-for-all-podcast/ 
 

HONORS 

Fulbright Alumni Initiatives Award 2003-204 

Fulbright Teaching and Scholarship Award (Jamaica)1999 

Honorary Citizenship in the City of Baltimore (issued in 1994 by Mayor Kurt Schmoke in 
recognition of service to the city and the publication of BLACK BALTIMORE: A 
NEW THEORY OF COMMUNITY) 

 

PUBLIC SERVICE 

Senior Fellow, County Executive’s Office, Montgomery County, Maryland (Office of 
Community Partnerships) 

Council for the International Exchange of Scholars (Fulbright Program Board of Trustees) 

Montgomery County Traffic and Pedestrian Safety Commission 

Paul J. Aicher Foundation/Study Circles Resource Center (Board of Trustees) 

Common Cause (National Governing Board) 

NAACP, Executive Vice-President, Montgomery County. MD branch (founded 
NAACP Parents Councils, organized first two Youth Summits) 

Silver Spring, MD Downtown Redevelopment Advisory Committee 

National Conference of Black Lawyers (NGO U.N. Delegate) 

Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 

 

 

https://www.capimpactca.com/2020/02/unions-for-all-podcast/
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CIVIC AFFILIATIONS 

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity - IUL Chapter, Montgomery County, Md 

NAACP (Life Member) 

People’s Congregational Church (U.C.C.), Washington, D.C., (Member, Board of Deacons) 

 

REFERENCES SUBMITTED UPON REQUEST. 
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Professor Harold McDougall 

Compendium of Published Articles 

 

Table of Contents Location Name of 

Publication 

Publication 

Year 

Link to Publication Link to PDF 

I. Introduction The New Property 

v. The New 

Community   

1989 The New Property v. The 

New Community by Harold 

A. McDougall :: SSRN 

View 

PDF 

 

 Humans, Hierarchy 

and Human Rights 

2017 Humans, Hierarchy,And 

Human Rights by Harold A. 

McDougall :: SSRN 

 

 

 

 

II. The Legal Academy The Challenges of 

Legal Education in 

the Neoliberal 

University 

2015 The Challenges of Legal 

Education in the Neoliberal 

University by Harold A. 

McDougall :: SSRN 

 

 The Rebellious 

Law Professor: 

Combining Cause 

and Reflective 

Lawyering 

2015 The Rebellious Law 

Professor: Combining Cause 

and Reflective Lawyering by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

III. Law and Public 

Policy 

Lawyering and 

Public Policy 

1988 Lawyering and Public Policy 

by Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

 Social Movements, 

Law and 

Implementation: A 

Clinical Dimension 

for the New Legal 

Process 

1989 Social Movements Law and 

Implementation: A Clinical 

Dimension for the New 

Legal Process - CORE 

Reader 

 

 Lawyering and the 

Public Interest in 

the 1990s 

1991 Lawyering and the Public 

Interest in the 1990s by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

 Communitarianism 

and the Columbus 

School of Law 

1993 (PDF) Communitarianism 

and the Columbus School of 

Law: Reflections on the 

1993 Pope John XXIII 

Lecture | Harold McDougall 

- Academia.edu 

 

 Constitutional 

Form and Civil 

Society: The Case 

of Jamaica 

2003 Constitutional Form and 

Civil Society: The Case of 

Jamaica by Harold A. 

McDougall :: SSRN 

 

IV. Metropolitan 

Political 

Economy 

The Judicial 

Struggle Against 

Exclusionary 

Zoning: The New 

Jersey Paradigm  

1979 The Judicial Struggle against 

Exclusionary Zoning: The 

New Jersey Paradigm 

 

 Gentrification: The 

Class Conflict 

Over Urban Space 

Moves into the 

Courts 

1981 Gentrification: The Class 

Conflict Over Urban Space 

Moves into the Courts by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

 Mount Laurel II 

and the 

Revitalizing City 

1984 Mount Laurel II and the 

Revitalizing City by Harold 

A. McDougall :: SSRN 

 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554810
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554810
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554810
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID2554810_code624566.pdf?abstractid=2554810&type=2
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/Delivery.cfm/SSRN_ID2554810_code624566.pdf?abstractid=2554810&type=2
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3152694
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3152694
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3152694
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2668644
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2668644
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2668644
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2668644
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2691678
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2691678
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2691678
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2691678
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2691678
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2502831
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2502831
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2502831
https://core.ac.uk/reader/216739188
https://core.ac.uk/reader/216739188
https://core.ac.uk/reader/216739188
https://core.ac.uk/reader/216739188
https://core.ac.uk/reader/216739188
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554811
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554811
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554811
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554811
https://www.academia.edu/65572526/Communitarianism_and_the_Columbus_School_of_Law_Reflections_on_the_1993_Pope_John_XXIII_Lecture
https://www.academia.edu/65572526/Communitarianism_and_the_Columbus_School_of_Law_Reflections_on_the_1993_Pope_John_XXIII_Lecture
https://www.academia.edu/65572526/Communitarianism_and_the_Columbus_School_of_Law_Reflections_on_the_1993_Pope_John_XXIII_Lecture
https://www.academia.edu/65572526/Communitarianism_and_the_Columbus_School_of_Law_Reflections_on_the_1993_Pope_John_XXIII_Lecture
https://www.academia.edu/65572526/Communitarianism_and_the_Columbus_School_of_Law_Reflections_on_the_1993_Pope_John_XXIII_Lecture
https://www.academia.edu/65572526/Communitarianism_and_the_Columbus_School_of_Law_Reflections_on_the_1993_Pope_John_XXIII_Lecture
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554824
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554824
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554824
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554824
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/hcrcl14&div=27&id=&page=
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/hcrcl14&div=27&id=&page=
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/hcrcl14&div=27&id=&page=
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2664260
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2664260
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2664260
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2664260
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2664260
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2503189
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2503189
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2503189
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 Affordable 

Housing for the 

1990’s 

1986 Affordable Housing for the 

1990's by Harold A. 

McDougall :: SSRN 

 

 From Litigation to 

Legislation in 

Exclusionary 

Zoning Law 

1987 From Litigation to 

Legislation in Exclusionary 

Zoning Law by Harold A. 

McDougall :: SSRN 

 

 Regional 

Contribution 

Agreements: 

Compensation for 

Exclusionary 

Zoning 

1987 Regional Contribution 

Agreements: Compensation 

for Exclusionary Zoning by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

V. Land, Justice and 

Sustainable 

Development 

    

 Black Landowners 

Beware: A 

Proposal for 

Statutory Reform 

1979 Black Landowners Beware: 

A Proposal for Statutory 

Reform by Harold A. 

McDougall :: SSRN 

 

 Civil Society and 

Environmental 

Protection: The 

Case of Jamaica  

2006 Civil Society and 

Environmental Protection: 

The Case of Jamaica by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

 Hurricane Katrina: 

A Story of Race, 

Poverty and 

Environmental 

Injustice 

2008 Hurricane Katrina: A Story 

of Race, Poverty, and 

Environmental Injustice by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

VI. The Civil Rights 

Movement 

Thoughts on the 

Summer of 1965 

1965 Thoughts on the Summer of 

1965 

 

 Floyd McKissick 1966 Floyd McKissick C.O.R.E.  

 The Woodlawn 

Organization 

1966 PDF attached  

 Understanding 

Moynihan 

1967 Understanding Moynihan  

 Bayard Rustin 1967 Bayard Rustin  

 Negro Students' 

Challenge to 

Liberalism 

1967 Negro Students' Challenge to 

Liberalism 

 

 Black Poor and 

Black Power 

1967 Black Poor and Black Power  

 Jesse Jackson and 

the New Civil 

Rights Movement 

1989 Jesse Jackson and the New 

Civil Rights Movement 

 

 For Critical Race 

Practitioners: Race, 

Racism and 

American Law (4th 

ed.) By: Derrick A. 

Bell Jr.  

2002 For Critical Race 

Practitioners: Race, Racism 

and American Law (4th ed.) 

by Derrick A. Bell, Jr. by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

 School 

Desegregation or 

Affirmative 

Action?  

2004 School Desegregation or 

Affirmative Action? by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

 Book Review: 

Brown at Sixty: 

2004 Book Review: Brown at 

Sixty: The Case for Black 

 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554820
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554820
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554820
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554813
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554813
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554813
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554813
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554829
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554829
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554829
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554829
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554829
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554828
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554828
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554828
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554828
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554836
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554836
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554836
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554836
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554836
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2562571
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2562571
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2562571
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2562571
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2562571
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1965/6/7/thoughts-on-the-summer-pthe-coming/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1965/6/7/thoughts-on-the-summer-pthe-coming/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1966/10/15/floyd-mckissick-pin-1965-the-congress/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1967/2/9/understanding-moynihan-pit-is-fortunate-that/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1967/4/14/bayard-rustin-pafter-the-much-publicized-black/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1967/6/15/aaaas-negro-students-test-liberalism-pthe/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1967/6/15/aaaas-negro-students-test-liberalism-pthe/
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/1967/8/22/black-poor-and-black-power-pfor/
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/miscollr9&div=11&id=&page=
https://heinonline.org/HOL/LandingPage?handle=hein.journals/miscollr9&div=11&id=&page=
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2502830
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2502830
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2502830
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2502830
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2502830
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2502830
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554818
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554818
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554818
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2554818
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2562528
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2562528
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The Case for Black 

Reparations  

Reparations by Harold A. 

McDougall :: SSRN 

 Reconstructing 

African American 

Cultural DNA: An 

Action Research 

Agenda for 

Howard University  

2011 Reconstructing African 

American Cultural DNA: An 

Action Research Agenda for 

Howard University by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

 Guns, Race, 

Machismo and 

Oppression 

2014 Guns, race, machismo and 

oppression | Journal of Law, 

Society and Development 

(journals.co.za) 

 

 Class 

Contradictions in 

the Civil Rights 

Movement: The 

Politics or 

Respectability, 

Disrespect and 

Self-Respect  

2017 Class Contradictions in the 

Civil Rights Movement: The 

Politics of Respectability, 

Disrespect, and Self-Respect 

by Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

 Economic Equally 

and Social 

Solidarity: MLK’S 

Neglected Legacies 

2020 Economic Equality and 

Social Solidarity: MLK’s 

Neglected Legacies by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

VII. Law and Social Justice     

 The Role of the 

Black Lawyer: A 

Marxist View 

1981 Role of the Black Lawyer: A 

Marxist View 

(escholarship.org) 

 

 Social Change 

Requires Civic 

Infrastructure 

2013 Social Change Requires 

Civic Infrastructure 

(howard.edu) 

 

 Human Hierarchy 

and High School 

Shootings 

2019 Human Hierarchy and High 

School Shootings by Harold 

A. McDougall :: SSRN 

 

 Police Reform and 

Community 

Service 

2020 Police Reform and 

Community Service by 

Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

 

 Think Nationally, 

Act Locally: Cities 

and the Struggle 

for Social Justice 

2022 Think Nationally, Act 

Locally: Cities and the 

Struggle for Social Justice 

by Harold A. McDougall :: 

SSRN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2562528
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2562528
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2501737
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2501737
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2501737
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2501737
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2501737
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2501737
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Woodlawn Organization Does Not Act Like A Good Civil Rights Group Really 

Should, But, Then Again, It Likes To Win Sometimes 

by Harold McDougall 

  

Five blocks from the University of Chicago sits the South Side Negro ghetto of Woodlawn, 

a community of 31,000. Like most ghettos, it has its disproportionate share of high school 

dropouts, crime, unemployment, and welfare recipients. 

The West side of Chicago has replaced the Southside as a way-station for Mississippi 

and Alabama Negroes on their way up in search of jobs. So now a large number of 

homeowners live in Southwest Woodlawn towards Lake Michigan. Here one finds a more 

middle class lifestyle, middle class income and interests. 

Yet on Woodlawn’s Eastside few own their own homes. The population is transient and 

evictions are common. Near the Illinois railroad track lies “Baby Skid Row,” a string of 

taverns and brothels that sees nightly violence. Baby Skid Row is a sore spot for 

Woodlawners. Too many of their young people have become involved in the brawls, vice, 

murder. 

The chief employer in Woodlawn’s East Side is Mayor Richard Daley’s political machine. 

The machine provides things the lower classes need--intervention with the courts and 

police (“favors”) and low level job appointments (“patronage”). Its prime function, of 

course, is to yield profit and power for its leaders. 

Exploitation 

Tangible benefits hence go hand-in-hand with economic exploitation, housing code 

violations, and filth. Baby Skid Row continues to symbolize its proprietors’ influence with 

City Hall...and the powerlessness of Woodlawn residents. 

In an attempt to better these conditions, a group of local clergymen in 1960 called in a 

professional community organizer, Saul D. Alinsky. 

The move was a controversial one. Accusations have been made that Alinsky’s 

organizational methods, mobilizing a community around the grievances of its people, led 

to fear and hostility, and the “destruction of patterns of metropolitan consensus.” 
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Alinsky insists, however, that apathy occurs in a lower-class community when alternatives 

for political and economic change are cut off. With no such alternatives, Alinsky says, the 

people suppress their resentment over their impotence-- or occasionally “blow their tops” 

with a riot. 

For the purposes of mobilization, their resentments have to be aroused, articulated, and 

given a meaningful forum. Alinsky’s syllabus for creating such a forum, a mass 

organization, go something like this: 

● Attract and involve most of the group in the community. 

● Institute a specific, immediate, and feasible program to insure 

success. 

● Understand what power is, and use it. 

● Recognize self-interest as the basic raison d’etre of the organization 

and of all groups with which it will deal. 

Today, the product of Alinsky’s efforts, The Woodlawn Organization (T.W.O.), is 

completely self-sustaining. It has an estimated active membership of 3,000 and claims to 

involve 40,000 people. 

Chicago Neighborhood Organization Takes Different Tactical Approach 

Its techniques and orientation are unique in the realm of protest groups. It recognizes, as 

many parts of the civil rights movement do not, that true liberty is not only freedom from 

arbitrary restraint but possession of power. It has recognized that in the political arena--

where it operates--there are no easily defined issues, no friends or enemies. Only power 

and self-interest. 

T.W.O.'s direct action protest techniques, according to Stephen C. Rose, “have never 

gone beyond occasional civil disobedience. Most have combined clever ‘symbolic’ 

demonstrations with the threat of economic or political coercion.” 

Rather than demonstrating against an absentee slum landlord in front of his tenement, 

T.W.O. sent some big, black Negroes out of the slumlords own suburban neighborhood. 

They displayed signs reading “Did You Know Your Neighbor Was a Slum Lord?” Pressure 

was put upon the slumlord by his neighbors not because they sympathized with the 

pickets, because they wanted those Negroes out of their community as quickly as 

possible. 

To open jobs in a prominent department store, T.W.O. called the manager and informed 

him that, unless positions were opened, the store would expect a visit from 38 ADC 

mothers and their children on a week-long shopping trip. They would all try on clothes, 
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the caller went on, and nothing would fit, and they would forget to put anything back in 

place. 

T.W.O. today retains the same recognition of the nuances of pressure tactics and power. 

As an opponent once said to Alinsky, “You don't fight like a liberal.” “No,” replied Alinsky, 

“I fight to win.” 

In the recent democratic primaries in Chicago, T.W.O. simultaneously opposed and 

supported the machine. It must be made clear that for T.W.O.--as for the people of 

Woodlawn-- the machine is not an enemy. A reference point but not an enemy. 

One of the biggest problems facing Mayor Daley is insurgent politics. In the constant 

gerrymandering of wards and Congressional Districts, the question raised is always, 

“Who will get the insurgents?” 

William Dawson, for example, the “Old Man” of Chicago’s Negro politics, has a district 

that is one mile wide and 8 miles long. Negroes move in a straight line South and East in 

Chicago; Dawson's district has followed them, blocked by block. 

The 5th Ward, on the other hand, which comprises much of Woodlawn as well as the 

University area, has been gerrymandered out of Dawson's district and into that of Barrat 

O'Hara, the Representative from Chicago's Second Congressional District. 

The 5th has always been a maverick ward: it has produced as alderman a string of 

eggheads and ACLU lawyers ever since Charles Miriam. 

It was important that the independent candidate opposing O'Hara, Abner Mikva, do well 

in the 5th ward, Mikva went to T.W.O., who agreed to allow their staff to be his precinct 

workers. He had to pay, of course. 

The result was significant: the machine was beaten in the 5th ward. For smooth operation, 

the machine needs a winning margin of at least 3 to 1. It was the first time the machine, 

after marshaling all its forces--estimated by T.W.O. as $1,000 and 15-20 workers per 

precinct--had not attained that margin. 

Abner Mikva lost the election; T.W.O. did not. Barrat O’Hara is in his eighties, and more 

than likely will not be run in the next Congressional election. Because of the increasing 

Negro population in the Second District, a Negro will probably take his place. Having 

demonstrated its “vote-getting ability” in Woodlawn, T.W.O. will have a good deal to say 

about the choice. 

On the other hand, T.W.O. supported Mayor Daley’s $195 million dollar bond issue. 
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Shrinking Patronage 

One of Daley’s major patronage sources--municipal construction--has been dwindling 

since the failure of a bond in 1962 for improvement of Chicago. 

Liberals, and most civil rights groups, oppose the bond because it “lacked a 

comprehensive plan,” and because they said it would keep the machine healthy for at 

least another five years. 

T.W.O. maintained, however, that the things desired for Woodlawn--street lights, housing, 

a general clean-up could not rationally be demanded while denying the city the money to 

do the job. 

The T.W.O. newspaper, The Woodlawn Observer, put it this way: “We hope (our move) 

will help to keep (civil rights groups) from settling into the mechanical habits of opposing 

everything. Daley wants simply because Daley wants it.” Further, in answer to the 

“comprehensive plan” argument, “Attempts to develop a ‘comprehensive plan’ that will 

meet every conceivable circumstance for years to come generally turn out to be time-

wasting excuses, and... the way to get a job done is to do it.” 

This may seem a bit naive. But in February of this year, Lewis Hill, Chicago Department 

of Urban Renewal Chairman, told a T.W.O. meeting that the city, to get more work done 

for urban renewal, would have to raise the local share by approving the bond issues. 

Early in June, Hill stated that Woodlawn was one of 30 areas slated for a rehabilitation 

program if the bond issues passed. It was near that time that T.W.O.’s Steering 

Committee decided to support the bonds. Hill gave his word that any program for 

Woodlawn would have to be first approved by the Woodlawn Citizen’s Committee. The 

Committee, headed by T.W.O. President Arthur Brazier, is composed mostly of T.W.O. 

members. 

Yet these tactics, this orientation, are only part of T.W.O.’s lesson. 

The most relevant criticism leveled against Alinsky, and the most recent one, is that his 

organizations become middle-class and renege on their commitment to the lower-income 

residents of the community. 
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The time was 1963, and the place was Washington. This was the March on Washington, 100,000 strong, perhaps the best example 

of traditional civil rights protest tactics. Martin Luther King, working in Chicago, continues to use many of the same methods. But in 

the same city, another group, the Woodlawn Organization, has adopted different tactics. In the process, it seems to have increased 

its effectiveness and - at the same time, apparently become less representative of the real “lower class.” 

 

T.W.O. is today on much better terms with the institutions surrounding it. The University 

of Chicago, once portrayed as a monstrous enemy in order to mobilize Woodlawn, is now 

cooperating with T.W.O. on a demonstration schools program. The fair sales program, 

designed to prevent businessmen from short-changing and short-weighting customers, 

has been replaced by an agreement that business will regulate itself. In exchange, T.W.O. 

has the full support of the business community. Rent strikes have given way to suit and 

receivership. Conference and negotiation for jobs have overtaken mass participation. 

Expulsion 

T.W.O. is a community organization. Though a forum for all of Woodlawn--including youth 

gangs, transients, welfare recipients, prostitutes, junkies. and the just plain   down-and-

out--its central purpose has always been to make Woodlawn a better place in which to 

live. Those who do not subscribe to that or either socialized or expelled. 

It was inevitable that T.W.O. should speak primarily for the middle classes of Woodlawn 

because T.W.O. was in no sense organized from the bottom up. The Alinsky approach 

was conditioned by the necessity to consolidate power as quickly as possible. Implicit in 

Alinsky’s syllabus is keeping out of fights you can't win. Similarly, in preparing for a fight-

-or starting one-- it is necessary to work with those of most value to the organization. 
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So Nicholas Von Hoffman, chief organizer of Alinsky’s Industrial Areas Foundation (IAF) 

welded together a federation of block clubs, churches, fraternities, and businessmen's 

associations. Those with no following and no resources that could not easily be translated 

into organizational capital were passed over. T.W.O. became a union of pockets of power 

in the Woodlawn community. 

Though the lower-classes were initially involved in direct action--picket lines and 

demonstrations necessitated in Alinsky’s words, “the biggest blackest Negroes we can 

find”-- both these tactics and the lower classes have fallen into disuse. 

Some members opposed this stratification. One former Vice President, Arthur Carlson, 

was this June engaged in opposing T.W.O. as Barrat O’hara’s local campaign manager. 

Carlson, a CIO charter member, is at 54 years old a tough, shrewd, likable politician. He 

remarks that T.W.O. has become “too nice”--that it's methods prevent it from doing any 

direct, tangible good for the lower classes. 

Like a Labor Union 

When people cross picket lines, he says, they should be conked over the head. When 

you get jobs for people, they should be made to pay—say, a dollar a man per month--to 

both remind them where the job came from and to sustain the organization, which will be 

opening up similar jobs in the future.  

But people like Carson are rare today in T.W.O., just as they are rare in labor unions. 

What has happened, essentially, is that Alinsky’s labor-union techniques have become 

institutionalized in the organizations. Today, T.W.O. functions like many stratified labor 

unions and is subject to the same criticisms. 

Power relations have been reconstituted such that T.W.O. has become the local 

governing body, mediating between city and national government and the people. 

But it is a community organization without any legitimate constitutional base; it is free from 

responsibility to the “electorate.” The normal rights to participate, the legal niceties, are 

abused or ignored. No one has a right to participate simply because he lives in Woodlawn. 

T.W.O. says “We should control because we are the people.” Like a labor union, it is an 

internally undemocratic, voluntary organization. Nonetheless, it does insure for its 

members a certain degree of political and economic equity that would be impossible 

without it. It is particularistic: it sees power and effectiveness in terms not of internal 

democracy but balance of power. 
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It deals in collective and indivisible material benefits for the Woodlawn community: vest-

pocket parks, for example, or radical change in welfare policy. 

But its secondary purpose, as a reference group to overcome the feeling of 

powerlessness of the deprived residents of Woodlawn, has been defaulted. 

The better block clubs try to involve non-homeowners, but many of those who keep their 

clubs going have an undisguised distaste for transients. Upward hostility, as in most 

cases, carries with it a certain intolerance for those who have not made it. 

The poorer people who really want to work are usually trained. But a tenant coming to the 

T.W.O. office with a complaint will usually be answered, “If your complaint is not yours 

alone, go organize your building. Then come back and see us.” 

It was originally the staff's responsibility to simplify choices, get out the people, and set 

up mechanisms for self-expression. In the flurry for power that responsibility has been 

neglected. 

Today, T.W.O., with its clever techniques and power orientation, has the leverage to be 

influential in rehabilitating Woodlawn with new economic structures, business-consumer 

confidence, housing and employment programs. 

In order to fulfill its original promise, T.W.O.  should re-evaluate its constituency. The 

group that should be involved should not contain only postal workers and small 

shopkeepers. 
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