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Student Spotlight
Name: Jessica N. Smith
Class Year: 2016
Summer 2014 Placement: Alliance for
Justice

HPILS Hosts: 10th Annual
Auction & Alumni Reception
On Thursday, March 27, 2014, the Howard Public Interest Law
Society hosted the 10th Annual Benefit Auction and Alumni
Reception. Over 100 alumni, students, faculty/staff, and friends of
Howard University School of Law attended the event. The auction
raised over $100,000 from solicited donations and auctioned
items. The proceeds of the auction were used to award 35 students
with summer fellowships to work in areas of Public Interest law.

Save the Date!
The 11th Annual Benefit Auction & Alumni Reception
will be held on Friday, March 27, 2015, from 5:009:00 pm. Tickets are $15 presale and $25 at the door.
You can purchase presale tickets at:
http://hpilsauction2015.eventbrite.com?s=27820465

I had the wonderful opportunity to
work with and learn from the president
of the organization about law, policy,
and the importance of non-profit
advocacy work. While I was there, I
also gained a greater understanding of
the federal judicial nominations process,
and what having liberal justices or
judges from all backgrounds truly
means. I wouldn’t have been able to
survive this summer without the HPILS
fellowship. I was able to move into a
new apartment, and cover my day-today expenses, while maneuvering
throughout the city. Thank you for your
continued support!
-Jessica
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Highlights from the 2014 Auction
Students were joined by alumni in bidding for
items at the silent and live auction.

Items that were auctioned:
Personal Chef for a Day, Orlando Getaway, Pizza
Party for 4 with Professor Terry and Professor Worthy,
Jazz for 10 with Professor Mabry, Surface Tablet,
Barbri Tuition Credits, Personal Training Classes, Hot
Balloon Ride, Golf Lessons, Comedy Club Tickets, Spa
Resort in Belize, Bottle Service at Josephines, and
more!

Summer Placement:
Due to the generous donations received, several
students were placed in prestigious Public Interest
internships, such as, D.C. Superior Court, LA County
DA’s Office, Legal Aid Society of NYC, US Attorney’s
Office, Alliance for Justice, and Aid to Incarcerated
Mothers to name a few!
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Dean Holley-Walker Participates in HPILS Chipotle
Fundraiser by Preparing Meals for HUSL Students
On Tuesday, October 21, 2014, students faculty
and staff all piled into the Cleveland Park
Chipotle to enjoy lunch. Dean Holley-Walker
took time off from handling HUSL affairs to
prepare burrito bowls and tacos for students.
The fundraiser raised over $500 towards HPILS
fellowships!

Students who participated in the fundraiser
were entered into a drawing for study aids,
HUSL t-shirts, LEXISNEXIS points and
Westlaw Swag. Additionally, students gathered
together to fellowship with one another, and of
course, enjoyed a delicious lunch prepared by
the Dean of the Law School.

C/O 2014 Alumna Spotlight
Name: Janelle Christian
Class of 2014
Currently a first year associate at Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver &
Jacobson, LLP
Favorite course at HUSL: “I learned so much about hard work from
Professor Worthy. I definitely fell in love with Property law (enough
to pursue corporate real estate as a career) thanks to Property 1 and 2
with Professor McDougall. Professor Jamar’s Con Law course was
hands down the most bar applicable course that I took. Last, but not
least, Professor Farrar’s legal drafting course was hands down the
best preparation for my job as a transactional attorney – I use what
she taught us every day!”
Best memory at HUSL: “Without question, my final year as the
HPILS Auction Coordinator. We raised so much money and helped
so many students! It felt amazing to know I was doing something of
value for the benefit of a school that has given me so much.”
Best advice received: “Don’t be so focused on the end result that you
ignore the journey to get there.”
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Community Service with Sasha Bruce
On November 20, 2014 HPILS
sponsored a community service event
with Sasha Bruce’s (REACH), a
program that provides communitybased support for adolescent boys in
custody with the juvenile justice system.
Volunteers restored furniture, painted
the living room of the facility, and
conducted a “Know Your Rights”
presentation. Jessica Smith, HPILS
Community Service Chair coordinated
the event.

HOWARD UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW
2900 VAN NESS STREET, NW
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20008

DONATE NOW!
Donate online at www.law.howard.edu/143 by
selecting ‘Public Interest Fellowship Fund’ as
your gift designation.
If you would like to donate an in-kind item or
have additional questions, please contact
Ja’Celynn N. Porter, Auction Coordinator by
phone at (678) 262-6750 or by email at
JNPorter@law.howard.edu.

