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he Howard Law community 
looked to 2009 with great hope 
and anticipation. Not only were 

we excited about the historic inaugu-
ration of the first African American 
President of the United States, but we 
also kicked off a year long celebration 
of the 140th anniversary of the found-
ing of the School of Law. The two mat-
ters are connected, for it can be argued 
quite persuasively that it was the 
trailblazing efforts of graduates of this 
law school that paved the way for this 
moment in history when the American 
government would be led by a person 
of color.
 The change in the national president was not the 
only transition to affect this institution. The reins of 
leadership at Howard University passed from H. 
Patrick Swygert (HUSL’ 68) to Dr. Sidney A. Ribeau, 
formerly president of Bowling Green State University.  
Our new president has visited the law school campus, 
meeting with faculty, students, and staff. During his 
visit, he commented on the significant changes that had 
been brought about during the tenure of his prede-
cessor. President Swygert’s contributions to the Law 
School can be seen in many ways but particularly in the 
physical improvements made to our campus. A new 
state-of-the art law library was built. Renovations were 
made to the dining hall, the entrance plaza, and to sev-
eral classrooms. President Swygert encouraged alumni 
to increase annual giving, and he allocated funds for 
distribution to the law school as part of the broader 
capital campaign for the University.  We are indeed 
indebted to President Emeritus Swygert for his support 
of HUSL, and we are proud to claim him as one of the 
school’s most distinguished alumni.
 Throughout 2008, we presented programs that built 
on the traditions of developing social engineers. The 
annual Wiley A. Branton/Howard Law Journal Sym-
posium brought together former law clerks of United 
States Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall 
(’33), to discuss his life, his work, and his legacy. Our 
speakers for the James M. Nabrit Jr. Lecture Series were 
Professor Angela Davis, who spoke about her book, Ar-
bitrary Justice: The Power of the American Prosecutor and 
Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears, who spoke about her 
rise in the profession to become the first African Ameri-

can woman to serve as chief justice of the 
State of Georgia Supreme Court. The key-
note speaker for the C. Clyde Ferguson 
Jr. Lecture was David Drummond, senior 
vice president and chief legal officer of 
Google. His diverse career experiences in 
the field of information technology and 
intellectual property law were of particu-
lar interest to our students and faculty 
who participate in the Institute of Intel-
lectual Property and Social Justice. Finally, 
we were honored to host over 100 judges 
who attended the annual meeting of the 
Just The Beginning Foundation. You can 
learn more about this foundation by visit-

ing their website, www.jtbf.org. Needless 
to say, we were thrilled that among the honorees of this 
foundation were two graduates of Howard Law, Judge 
Damon J. Keith (’49) and Judge Consuelo B. Marshall 
(’61).
 Space does not permit me to chronicle all the won-
derful news that was generated by the HUSL commu-
nity in the past year. Judge Wiley Daniel’s elevation to 
be Chief Judge of the United States District Court for 
Colorado was particularly noteworthy, but we know 
that there were many other achievements less well pub-
licized. For example, the service of Howard law alumni 
as mentors for recent graduates has led to significant 
improvement in the first time bar exam pass rates. 
Mentoring is a great way to give back to alma mater. 
The benefits of being a mentor flow to both the mentee 
and the mentor. We look forward to more involvement 
of alumni as informal advisors to recent graduates.  
Helping one another as we pass along is another out-
standing tradition of this law school which we should 
never forget.
 I hope to see many of you on our campus in 2009 
as we celebrate the 140th anniversary of this great law 
school.

Sincerely,

Kurt L. Schmoke
Dean
Howard University School of Law
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ON THE CAMPUS OF

HOWARD LAW

Howard University School of Law proudly 
recognized faculty and alumni for their contri-
butions to the presidential campaign of Barack 
Obama. Heirs of the Dream was held at the law 
school on January 16, 2009, four days before the 
historic swearing-in ceremony of America’s first 
Black President and three days before the 80th 
birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Nearly 500 
alumni, students, and friends of the law school 
attended the lavish event, which honored How-

ard Law Professor Aderson Francois and alumni 
Harris Wofford ’54, Orlan Johnson ’87, Karen 
Richardson ’02, and D. Paul Monteiro ’07. “These 
heirs of the Howard legacy served the campaign 
remarkably and made extraordinary contribu-
tions to their country at a historic time,” said 
Dean Kurt Schmoke. Heirs of the Dream featured 
many words of inspiration, a champagne toast, 
music, dancing, and networking. See page 8 for 
photos from the event.

PASSiNg OF MrS. JAMES NAbriT

The law school joined with the friends and            
family of Mr. James M. Nabrit III, in mourning 
the passing of Mrs. Roberta Jacquelynn Nabrit, 
on November 26, 2008. Mrs. Nabrit, Jackie as she 
was known by all, was a wonderful friend of 
the law school. Her many years of support and 
service to the Howard University and the School 
of Law is deeply appreciated by the faculty, staff, 
students, and alumni who came to know her.
Mrs. Nabrit, a former school teacher, had a gentle 
spirit and a heartwarming smile. She will always 
be remembered for her thoughtfulness, compas-
sion, and service to the community.

HEirS OF THE DrEAM

 James and Jacquelynn Nabrit at the Fifth Annual Wiley 
A. Branton/Howard Law Journal Symposium in October 
2008 at the law school.

Pictured (l to r): Francois, Wofford, Monteiro, and 
Richardson.
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WOrlD FOOD lAW SyMPOSiUM 
AT HOWArD 
The World Food Law 
Symposium and the 
Distinguished Lecture 
were held on October 
10, 2008, and hosted 
by Professor Marsha 
Echols. The theme was 
Small Farmers and Food 
Security. The distin-
guished lecturer was the 
Secretary of the Inter-
national Treaty on the 
Protection of Plan Genetic Resources for Food 
and Agriculture in Rome. The keynote speaker 
was Dr. Namanga Ngongi, President of AGRA in 
Kenya (Gates), and the featured speaker was Dr. 
Monty Jones, President of FARA-Africa in Ghana 
and a World Food Prize winner. The Lecture and 
Symposium permitted a small group of experts 
to learn the latest thinking by these internation-
ally recognized speakers and a panel of food/
agriculture specialists. In addition to the public 
meetings, there were two side events that al-
lowed an even more in depth exchange among 
experts and specialists. The papers from the 
Lecture and Symposium will be published.

MiCHAEl D. NEWSOM rETirES 
FrOM HOWArD lAW
Howard Law was saddened to say goodbye to 
long-time law professor and scholar Michael 
DeHaven Newsom. For more than thirty years, 
Professor Newsom taught courses in wills and 
trusts, property, church and state, administra-
tive law, and state and local taxation. He served 
the law school in numerous capacities, including 
as associate dean of academic affairs, dean of 
admissions, and dean of  students.

Professor Newsom receives the 2008 Warren S. Rosmarin 
Award for Distinguished Service, at the law school 
commencement ceremony.

HOODiNg THE NEW HEirS
Associate Dean Okianer Christian Dark hoods graduate TeErra M. Henderson at the 2008 degree pre-
sentation and hooding ceremony held last May. Howard Law Professor Harold McDougall (r), had 
the distinct honor of hooding his son Masai, as Dean of Admissions Reginald McGahee ‘01, looked 
on. The law school was proud to hood nearly 170 graduates, including eleven LL.M. students and 
eight students who earned the JD/MBA joint degree. Howard Law Alumnus John C. Brittain ‘69, was 
the keynote speaker. 
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FiFTH ANNUAl JAMES M. NAbriT Jr. lECTUrE SEriES
 
Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears of the Georgia Supreme Court, (pictured with Howard law students) 
and Professor of Law Angela J. Davis (right) were the guest lecturers at the event held last spring. 
Chief Justice Sears reminded the students: “Because you have already earned your spot in one of the 
most prestigious law schools in the country, each of you is an eagle. Therefore, be an eagle. Never 
settle for anything less.” Professor Davis, who teaches criminal law and criminal procedure at the 
American University Washington College of Law, discussed and signed copies of her acclaimed 
book, Arbitrary Justice: The Power of the American Prosecutor. The James M. Nabrit Jr. Lecture Series 
celebrated its fifth year, with the continuing support of the law school and its partner, K&L Gates 
LLP. The sixth annual lecture was held on March 11, 2009.

Six HOWArD lAW STUDENTS rECEivE SCHOlArSHiPS

Howard Law Students (l to r)  Sarah Kaehler, Chasity Lomax, Robert Williams, Tyechia White, 
Charles McLaurin, and Ahmed Baset, attended the 23rd Annual Olender Foundation Awards in De-
cember 2008. The six second and third-year students received scholarships in memory of the late Earl 
H. Davis, an attorney who championed for the ordinary people. (Photo courtesy of Robert Roberts).
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FOUrTH ANNUAl AlUMNi rEUNiON HONOrS A 
lAW SCHOOl lEgEND

richard Paul Thornell retired from Howard Law School in 2005. Last October, he returned to the law 
campus to a warm reception of alumni and friends. Dean Schmoke presented the Professor Emeritus 
with a beautifully engraved gift as Howard law alumni from all classes joined in to honor the legend, 
who taught at the law school for more than twenty years. Members of the class of 1983 (pictured 
below) were among the alumni at the fourth annual reunion, which was held in the new law library.

ASSOCiATE JUSTiCE ClArENCE THOMAS, 
PrOFESSOr PHOEbE HADDON viSiT THE 
SCHOOl OF lAW

For the sixth year in a row, K&L Gates and Howard Law School brought to-
gether guest lecturers for the annual  James M. Nabrit  Jr. Lecture Series. Justice 
Thomas, who last visited the law school in 1994, discussed his recent memoir 

My Grandfather’s Son. Profes-
sor Haddon, the James M. Nabrit Jr. Professor 
of Constitutional Law, discussed Brown v. Board 
of Education and its relevance in the 21st cen-
tury. Howard Law Professor Warner Lawson 
(above), a long-time friend of the Nabrit fam-
ily, presented a poignant discussion on James 
Nabrit Jr.’s lasting impact on civil rights. Pic-
tured are Justice Thomas, James Nabrit III and 
Professor Haddon with K&L Gates partners (l 
to r) Rick Davis, Paul Sweeney, Willie Dennis 
and Kenneth J. Knuckles.  
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Professor DErEk blACk was 
invited to give a presentation 
on educational civil rights at 
the National Alliance of  Black 
School Educators’ January 2009 
board meeting.

Professor ANDrEW gAvil 
completed the Teacher’s 
Manual to his casebook, An-
titrust Law in Perspective. The 
manual will be published soon. 
He also published “Burdens of 
Proof in U.S. Antitrust Law,” in 
I ABA Antitrust Section, Issues 
in Competition Law and Policy 
125 (2008).

Supervising Attorney 
briAN gilMOrE recently 
published an article titled 
“Lawyer of the Century: Thur-
good Marshall’s Legacy Looms 
Large in a World He Helped 
Create,” in The Crisis magazine 
published by the NAACP. His 
upcoming article “Warth Redux: 
The Making of Warth v. Seldin,” will be pub-
lished in the spring issue of the Hastings Race and      
Poverty Law Journal. Gilmore was also a modera-
tor at the Branton Symposium.

Professor lENESE HErbErT recently pub-
lished an article, “On Precedent and Progeny: A 
Response to Professor Gabriel J. Chin’s ‘Doubts 
About Yick Wo’’’ in the University of Illinois Law 
Review. 

in February, Professor HOMEr 
lArUE delivered a presenta-
tion to the Bar of the City of 
New York on creating diversity 
in labor and employment arbi-
tration. Last October, Professor 
LaRue and four colleagues pre-
sented a workshop on Explor-
ing the Crossroads of Diversity and Spirituality. 
The workshop helped participants to explore 
how spiritual insights can enhance their work on 
racial diversity issues.

Professor 
AliCE grESHAM 
‘75 received the 
inaugural Legacy 
Diversity Award from 
the Council on Legal 
Education Opportu-
nity (CLEO), in honor 
of her demonstrated 
leadership and dedi-
cation to diversity in the legal profession.

FACUlTy UPDATE

Legal Writing Instructors ATibA ElliS and JENA MArTiN ‘97, Professor liSA CrOOMS and  
Visiting Professor lENESE HErbErT served as panelists and moderators for the Fifth Annual Wiley 
A. Branton/Howard Law Journal Symposium, Thurgood Marshall: His Life, His Work, His Legacy. See 
pages 19-20 for a pictorial history of the annual event.

Atiba Ellis Jena Martin Lisa Crooms Lenese Herbert
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Professor SHErMAN 
rOgErS ‘76 was the featured 
presenter at a luncheon spon-
sored by the Howard University 
Institute for Entrepreneurship, 
Leadership and Innovation last 
October.

Professor JOSEPHiNE rOSS’ 
article, “Still in Limbo: The 
Continuing Failed Response 
to Katrina,” was published in 
the Howard Law Journal in the 
spring of 2008 and continues to 
be widely referenced. Professor 
Ross recently spoke about Ka-
trina, the New Orleans criminal justice system, 
and the history of  the law school’s involvement 
in alternatuve spring break legal work in Louisi-
ana. The event was sponsored by student-organi-
zations and was taped by BET.

DEAN SCHMOkE was the keynote speaker at 
the Annual Ollie Mae Cooper Awards held at the 
law school last October. The program was spon-
sored by the Washington Bar Association. The 
dean addressed the issue of election protection.

Professor ANDrEW TASliTz 
wrote a chapter about the Duke 
lacrosse  players and the me-
dia. “Why the Fair Trial/Free 
Press Paradigm Doesn’t Cut it 
Anymore,” was published re-
cently in Race to Injustice: Lessons 
Learned from the Duke University 
Lacrosse Players Rape Case.  

  Professor AliCE THOMAS 
‘89 served as a consultant 
and facilitator at the National 
Carnegie Institute for Develop-
ing Scholars of Teaching and 
Learning, held at Creighton 
University in Omaha, Nebras-
ka. Professor Thomas presented 
a colloquy at the Legal Educa-
tion at the Crossroads Conference, on which she 
also served as a planning member.

brEAkiNg NEWS…
EriC HOlDEr TO ADDrESS 

THE ClASS OF 2009

Eric Holder Jr., 
the Attorney Gen-
eral of the United 
States, will be 
the commence-
ment speaker at 
the law school’s 
degree presenta-
tion and hood-
ing ceremony, to 
be held May 9 
in Washington, 
DC. Holder, the first African American to 
hold the position of Attorney General of 
the United States, will be addressing the 
graduates at a milestone in the law school’s 
history: its 140th anniversary.

iiPSJ HOlDS  SixTH ANNUAl 
CONFErENCE

On March 5-6, Professors Steven Jamar and 
Lateef Mtima, directors of the Institute of 
Intellectual Property and Social Justice (IIPSJ), 
welcomed hundreds of attendees to its annual 
conference. Many hot topics were addressed, 
including (1) patentability of business methods 
and software after Bilski, (2) the viability of open 
source licenses, (3) the ill fit between current copyright law and rapidly changing technology, 
and (4) the role of African Americans in IP historically and today. Please visit  the IIPSJ Web site 
at iipsj.org for more information and photos from the conference.

Steven Jamar, Esther Lim, Lateef Mtima, and Tom Irving.
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Pinning the new Heirs
Class of 2011 Welcomed to the Law School
“This Howard, this institution, this tradition to which you are now linked, is among 
America’s greatest treasures. I shudder just trying to imagine where this country would 
be today in terms of civil rights, equal justice, and human rights without Howard Law 
School.”– Judge Alexander Williams Jr. to the 160 members of the class of 2011.

udge Williams is a 1973 graduate of the law school and sits on the United States District 
Court for the District of Maryland, Greenbelt. His address to the class was not only a pre-
amble to the Howard Law School experience, it was also a reminder of the legacy they will 

inherit.
 “During your journey at Howard, you will hear and learn much about Howard’s giants of 
the law who used their lawyering skills to engineer the strategy and made Howard the staging 
ground and think tank for many of the greatest legal battles of the twentieth century,” he told 
the class.
 “It is up to each of you to put in the hard work to stay focused, to persevere, to 
embrace the Howard tradition, and to contribute to taking the Howard legacy to the 
next level. This legacy includes a cadre of men and women across the years (trail-
blazers) who as catalysts for change have contributed mightily to breaking legal bar-
riers and delivering justice, quality education, and enrichment for the disinherited 
of the world,” said Williams.

Above: Judge Williams and Howard University President Sidney 
Ribeau pinned members of the class of 2011. Below: Members of the 
faculty, guests, and students attended the ceremony.

J
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robes in the law School
oward University School of Law was one of 
nine law schools in the Washington, DC, area 

that hosted “Robes in the Schools,” under the 
theme Reaching Back, Lifting Up. The program 
is sponsored annually by the Just the Beginning 
Foundation (JTBF), whose goal is to develop and 
nurture interest in the law among young people 
from various ethnic backgrounds.
 The “robes” at Howard included the Honor-
able Wiley Y. Daniel, a 1971 Howard Law alumnus 
and a judge on the United States District Court for 
the District of Colorado; the Honorable Royce C. 
Lamberth from the United States District Court 
for the District of Columbia; and the Honorable 
Ann Claire Williams from the United States Court 
of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit. The judges 
discussed their pathways to the bench, the value 
of clerking, the difficulty involved in sentencing 
convicted criminals, among many other topics.
 Judge Damon J. Keith, a 1949 Howard Law 
alumnus and a senior judge on the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit, was hon-
ored as a JTBF 2008 Trailblazer. Also recognized 

as JTBF 2008 Trailblazers were Consuelo B. Mar-
shall, a 1961 Howard Law graduate and Senior 
United States District Judge for the Central Dis-
trict of California, and Matthew J. Perry, Senior 
United States District Judge for the District of 
South Carolina.
 “Howard University School of Law was 
thrilled to be a part of the historic Robes in the 
Schools program,” said Okianer Christian Dark, 
associate dean of academic affairs. “The judges’ 
personal stories about their preparation for the 
legal profession and their experiences as judges 
inspired all students,” she said. 

H

Above: (l tor) Judges Royce Lamberth, Ann Claire Williams, 
Wiley Daniel, and Damon Keith at the law school. Below: 
The esteemed judges  greeted students, faculty, and alumni.
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Affirmative Actions, Factions and Reactions

A Poetic Perspective
By CeLillianne Green ’84

y 1981 arrival at Howard University 
School of Law was filled with excitement 
and insecurity. My insecurity was height-

ened as the first day of orientation brought home 
the rigorous demands of a legal education.  I am 
sure I was not alone in asking the 
question:  “Do I have what it takes 
to be a lawyer?” 
 What I did not question was my 
cultural identification with class-
mates, professors and administra-
tors. I felt I belonged at Howard.  
Over the years, I have become ever 
more appreciative of that sense of 
belonging, particularly amid on-
going conversations and debates 
about affirmative action.
 As I recall my law school years, 
I experienced the affirming actions 
of Howard and the legacy of graduates, facul-
ty and administrators, whose photos lined the 
walls. I was nurtured by an environment where 
I was free to be a student. In that freedom, I could 
feel that the men and women who taught me 
cared about me and they wanted me to do well.  
My experience at Howard affirmed (1) who I 
come from, (2) who I am and (3) what I could 
become. Of course, faculty and student factions 
existed, along with the politics and bureaucra-
cy of academia. However, there was no institu-
tional opposition to me receiving a legal educa-
tion because of my skin color. I was welcomed 
into the Howard family and I learned I did have 
what it takes to be a lawyer.
 In 2009, as I celebrate my 25th year as an 
alumna, Howard University School of Law will 
celebrate its 140th year.  I am both a proud gradu-
ate and a member of the Howard family. Under 

the leadership of my dean, former civil rights at-
torney Wiley A. Branton, and other professors, 
the Howard family instilled in me the principle 
of “seriousness of purpose.” I vividly recall “se-
riousness of purpose” conversations with class-

mates as well as in faculty lectures. 
Hearing the disappointment of a 
professor when a student was un-
prepared and being reminded that 
a “prepared student could be in 
your seat,” helped to shape me as 
an attorney. Similarly, former dean, 
Charles Hamilton Houston, left the 
imprint of a lawyer’s responsibil-
ity to become “a social engineer or 
a parasite on society.” Naturally, 
I aspired to be the former. How-
ever, throughout my career, the 
type of work that I thought rose to 

the Houstonian level of “social engineering” 
seemed elusive. 
 Today, I realize that what I thought was elu-
sive has been fully present in the spirit of who 
I am. The challenge for someone who is serious 
and conscious of being a “social engineer” is 
to balance what I call the scale of your life pur-
pose. For the 21st century, I am striking that bal-
ance by combining my recently revealed poetic 
voice with my legal training and experience, to 
explore issues of social and legal importance. 
The following excerpt is from the scale of my 
life purpose. It is written in the spirit of the  
legacy passed on to me by the aforementioned 
social engineers and other ancestors, on whose    
shoulders I stand and whose very existence af-
firms me. 

M

* This is from a larger work, “Affirmative Actions, Factions and Reactions, A Poetic Perspective” by CeLillianne Green, Copyright 2008, all rights reserved.  It is 
scheduled to be published in 2009.  Reach her at cgreenatty@aol.com. 
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I.     Introduction
There are two words certain to stimulate a positive or 
 negative reaction
Those two words are “Affirmative Action”1  

There’s been talk in high places2 of the nation
About Affirmative Action3 reaching its final destination

It’s been suggested that 25 more years4 should be sufficient time
For Affirmative Action to reach its finish line

Of course, not all affirmative actions will end
On this fact, we can all depend

You see, affirmative action measures have had many forms 
 and many names
However, reactions to the various forms are not nearly the same

The reaction to race-based Affirmative Action creates sparks
And the contrast of reactions to other forms of affirmative action 
 is quite stark

That said, there are opponents and proponents on either side
Their views about Affirmative action do collide

II.     Factions: Opponents v. Proponents   
Opponents contend Affirmative Action isn’t needed anymore
They claim the country has now opened its many doors

Critics have no doubt Affirmative Action should end
Some have questioned the need for it to ever begin

Others maintain 25 more years is more than enough time
For Affirmative Action to reach the end of its government-  
 sanctioned line

Of course, the proponents of Affirmative Action strongly disagree
Preferring that it continue and be what it’s supposed to be

They see a much needed balm and societal remedy
A remedy to heal a deeply wounded nation
A nation rooted in racism, hatred and degrading segregation

They argue that from its inception, this nation has affirmed the   
 actions of  White5 people
As it simultaneously mistreated Black6 people as sub-human and   
 mentally feeble

This mistreatment included laws, policies and preferences intended  
 to demean and humiliate
In order for White people to progress and prosper at a steady rate

These actions have benefited White people up to this date
And proponents say the fact of white-skin privilege is not 
 worthy of debate

They say Affirmative Action is needed for uninterrupted, pervasive  
 racism and discrimination
Legalized and supported over three centuries by the full force 
 of the nation

And for them, closed doors are no more a figment of 
 their imagination
Than the use of e-mail for quick communication

On the other hand, opponents of Affirmative Action claim the   
 remedy is no longer needed
This belief is strongly held and deeply seeded

For opponents, ending Affirmative Action is the right thing to do
To ensure Affirmative Action beneficiaries don’t receive more than  
 they’re entitled to

They want the nation to decide now Affirmative Action must end
They maintain Affirmative Action the nation can no longer defend

These opponents tell you where they stand. They don’t pretend
And from their views, they don’t bend

Instead, they contend they should not pay for mistakes of the 
 long ago past
As they accept the benefits from past wrongs that continue to last

With respect to past burdens and their current benefits, opponents  
 say they’re not to blame
It’s like comparing apples and oranges, when they’re not the same

Besides, their current benefits are “entitlements” the opponents   
 want to preserve
But they see Affirmative Action as a “hand-out” that its beneficiaries  
 don’t deserve

And while Affirmative Action critics concede the enslavement of   
 Africans was wrong
Slavery ended and they don’t want to hear the descendants’ song
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For them, enslavement of Africans is over and no one should really  
 continue to be disturbed
The fact that some are, has Affirmative Action opponents 
 quite perturbed

For opponents, the nation’s disease of racism has been 
 sufficiently cured
On that premise, they rest assured

Among themselves, they’ve reached this conclusion
Insisting they suffer from no delusion

And the recent efforts to curtail discrimination have them 
 quite at ease
From their view, Affirmative Action proponents should be more   
 than pleased

Meanwhile, proponents know racism and discrimination daily   
 continue to fester
With a legacy of pain like that caused by a child molester

Proponents experience the direct effects of this nation’s 
 malignant disease
For them, only complete eradication will put them at ease

As a consequence, proponents vow not to be defeated
And they’ll fight as long as their skin color causes them to 
 be mistreated
 
They say mistreatment of black-skinned people was not an   
 unintentional mistake
It was grounded in insidious racism and virulent hate

Proponents say mistreatment from racism and discrimination 
 has not stopped
Although the blatant incidents of it have clearly dropped

The proponents want to see what happens in 25-years time
Then decide if Affirmative Action has reached its finish line

For them, the illegality of discrimination has only slowly 
 begun to transform
The national practice of racism as the cultural norm

And with the idea of racial tolerance touted as a 21st century norm
Proponents see racism now has a different form

They say this new 21st century idea for which their opponents 
 seem to cheer
Leaves one fact perfectly clear

The new century idea tells the country, it need only tolerate
Those people who are not quite first rate

Proponents of Affirmative Action see racial tolerance for just 
 what it is
To see it, proponents say you don’t have to be a whiz

Racial tolerance is really racism turned inside out
To maintain the status quo, and of that, they have no doubt

Many proponents see racism masquerading as racial tolerance
As if the proposed beneficiaries of the new norm can’t see 
 the pretense

So the debate rages from one end of the spectrum and back again
As proponents and opponents differ on whether Affirmative Action  
 should end

Amid this heated debate and policy suggestions
I have some observations and a series of questions…

1 The current concept of “affirmative action originated in 1961 with President Kennedy’s Executive Order 10,925 and was extended by President Johnson’s [1965] Executive Orders 
11,246 and 11,375, requiring government contractors to set goals for increasing women and minorities in the work force.” TIM J. WISE, LITTLE WHITE LIES: THE TRUTH ABOUT AF-
FIRMATIVE ACTION AND “REVERSE DISCRIMINATION” 12 (1995) (citation omitted); see also Exec. Order No. 10,925, 3 C. F. R. 448 (1959-1963 compilation) superseded by Exec. Order 
No. 11,246, 3 C. F. R. 339 (1964-1965 compilation); see also Codification of Presidential Proclamations and Executive Orders at 1063 (Apr. 13, 1945 - Jan. 20, 1989) (indicating Exec. Order 
10,925 superseded); Exec. Order No. 11,375, 3 C. F. R. 684 (1966 - 1970 compilation) (amending Executive Order 11,246).
2  Grutter v. Bollinger, 539 U.S. 306 (2003).
3  The words “Affirmative Action” that are capitalized in this work refer to race-based policies or programs in education as distinguished from class or gender-based affirmative 
action programs and the many other forms of affirmative action, beyond education that are not commonly identified by the term “affirmative action” in the public or private sector.
4  In Grutter, the Supreme Court stated: “We expect that 25 years from now, the use of racial preferences will no longer be necessary to further the interest approved today.”  Grutter, 539 U.S. at 
343 (emphasis added).
5  The word “White” is used herein as a noun to describe people of European descent whose collective ancestors, enslaved people of African descent in America.  The words 
“White” and European are sometimes used herein, interchangeably.
6  The word “Black” is used herein as a noun to describe the people of African descent whose collective ancestors, because of their skin color were enslaved in America.  The words 
“Black” and African are sometimes used herein, interchangeably.
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avid Drummond was the guest lecturer at the 2008 Fer-
guson lecture. Drummond, who is senior vice president 
and chief legal officer for GOOGLE, talked about how the 

technology revolution has impacted freedom of expression, pri-
vacy, copyright, and censorship issues.  GOOGLE is the most 
widely-used search engine on the Web, said Drummond. “The 
challenges we face are enormous,” he said. For more on the 
discussion, GOOGLE Drummond and Howard Law. 

David Drummond with Law Students  Kapil  Pandit and Alexis Logan and Deans Kurt Schmoke and 
Okianer Christian Dark.

D

ClarenCe Clyde Ferguson Jr. 
annual leCture 
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By Seth Kronemer
Archivist, Howard University School of Law

he Howard University Law Library has been 
housed in seven different buildings since its 
founding nearly 140 years ago, in 1869. In its 

long history, the library has never been housed 
in a more aesthetically pleasing building than its 
current home. 
 In the past year the visual appeal of the archi-
tectural awarding-winning Law Library has been 
enhanced by the addition of four rather compel-
ling works of art to the Library’s collection. 

The Oba and His Court

In March 2008, the library received a 18th or 19th 
Century bronze sculpture, which was a gift from 
Vice President William B. Harvey of the Univer-
sity of Virginia to former-University President H. 
Patrick Swygert, ’68.
 The sculpture was created in the former Af-
rican kingdom of Benin, using a labor-intensive, 
centuries-old technique known as lost wax cast-
ing. This very rare example of Benin commemora-
tive sculpture shows a dramatic portrayal of the 
Oba or king, surrounded by his law enforcement 
officers. The sculpture had most likely originally 
been housed in a shrine in one of the Oba’s pal-
aces. It is interesting to note the Portuguese in-
fluences that can be seen in the sculpture, such 
as in the European-style helmets on some of the           
figures.  

In the 13th or 14th Cen-
tury, the Benin Kingdom 
emerged in what is to-
day southern Nigeria, 
and by the 15th Cen-
tury it had become a 
powerful state, with 
the divine kingship 
at the center of its 

political, religious, and social life. The kingdom 
continued to flourish until the end of the 19th 
Century.
 The most distinctive period of Benin art came 
during the Seventeenth, Eighteenth and Nine-
teenth Centuries, when it became known for 
forms of extreme exaggeration, massiveness, and 
flamboyant ornamentation. 

Charles White and Jacob Lawrence

Last August, the Law Library was pleased to re-
ceive a mural entitled Five Great American Ne-
groes, by the painter, lithographer, and teacher 
Charles Wilbert White. The 5’ x 12’ x 11” mural 
depicts the images of Sojourner Truth, Booker T. 
Washington, Frederick Douglass, Marian Ander-
son and George Washington Carver, and hangs 
on the southern wall of the Library’s second floor. 
The subjects of the mural were selected by read-
ers of the Chicago Defender newspaper in 1939. The 
gift was donated to the library by the Howard 
University Gallery of Art.
 White was born in 1918 in Chicago. He stud-
ied at both the Art Institute of Chicago and the Art 
Students League in New York. After completing 
his studies, Mr. White was commissioned to cre-
ate several murals for the Works Project Admin-
istration. In the 1940s, Mr. White honed his skills 
under the tutelage of David Alfaro Siqueiros and 
Diego Rivera at the Taller de Frafica in Mexico 
City. Two years later, White returned to the Unit-
ed States and became involved in the New York 
Graphic Workshop.
 In 1945, Charles White was artist-in-residence 
at Howard University. Howard received the mu-
ral from the Department of the Army in 1947. 
From 1965 until his death 47 years later, Mr. White 
taught at the Otis Art Institute in Los Angeles.

T
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On The Way
In February, the Law Library received the gift of 
a rare, limited edition  Jacob Lawrence lithograph 
entitled On The Way (1990), from Ms. Anna A. Wil-
liams, a friend of the law school. The lithograph is 
number 50 of 100 that have printed.
 Jacob Lawrence was born in Atlantic City, New 
Jersey, in 1917, but spent much of his childhood in 
New York’s Harlem neighborhood. While living 
in Harlem, Lawrence developed his artistic abili-
ties under the guidance of such notable artists as 
Charles Alston, Augusta Savage, and Henry Ban-
narn. In 1970, Lawrence became a professor of Art 
at the University of Washington, and held tenure 
there until he died in 2000.  

 Over his career Lawrence developed a unique 
style which he described as “dynamic cubism,” 
and On The Way is a good example of this capti-
vating style. In the composition, Lawrence shows 
African-Americans moving in an urban setting. 
One of the things that makes the image so compel-
ling is Lawrence’s use of bright, primary colors to 
manipulate our understanding of perspective in 
the city. 

La Amistad

Finally, in June, the Law Library received, on long-
term loan, an exacting, hand carved, model of the 
schooner La Amistad, from the collection of former 
University President H. Patrick Swygert.  
 Scratch built by Mr. George A. Lowery of 
Phoenix, Arizona (who has made similar models 
for cinema producer Steven Spielberg), the model 
is composed of a poplar hull, planked in ebony. 
The ship’s deck is made of gray-dyed harewood 
planks; the cabin and deck fixtures are made of 
cherry wood; and the masts, yards, bowsprit and 
booms are made of birch.
 The model was built utilizing plans of several 
similar schooners, dimensions given in an 1841 
Act of Congress relating to the sale of La Amistad, 
and an image of La Amistad found in a contempo-
raneous painting. 
 La Amistad was a cargo ship, which in June of 
1839, was transporting 53 African captives from 
Havana, Cuba, to Puerto Principe, Cuba, where 
they were to be used as slaves on a sugar planta-
tion.  Three days out from Havana, Sengbe Pieh, 

Five Great American Negroes

Continued on page 28
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Looking Back:
The Wiley A. Branton/Howard Law Journal Symposium, 2004-2008

Mrs. Marshall with planners of the inaugural Branton 
symposium in 2004, “Unfinished Work of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964: Shaping An Agenda for the Next 40 Years.” Distinguished panelists from 2007 discussed the rule of law during 

national disasters.
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Mrs. Thurgood Marshall with staff of the Howard Law Journal at the 2008 symposium.

The keynote speaker at the 2008 symposium 
was Sheryll Cashin, a former law clerk of 
Justice Thurgood Marshall and author of the 
memoir The Agitator’s Daughter.

he fifth annual symposium, Thurgood Marshall: His Life, His Work, His Legacy, was held on October 
24, 2008. Justice Marshall, who graduated from Howard Law School 75 years ago, and Wiley A. 

Branton, a former dean of the law school, litigated some of the most significant cases of the civil rights 
era. The fifth annual symposium brought together colleagues, law clerks, family members, alumni, 
and friends who reflected on the impact of these two great men. Since 2004, the Howard Law Journal 
has published the proceedings from the annual symposium in its spring issue.

branton keynote Speakers Over the years
       2004:     Drew Days
              2005:     Christopher Edley
                   2006:     Patricia J. Williams
                        2007.     Hon. Sarah S. Vance
                             2008:     Sheryll D. Cashin

T
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Members of the Howard Law Journal at the Hurricane Katrina 
symposium, 2007.

Wiley Branton Jr. made comments about his father’s legacy and 
his commitment to Howard Law school and the Sidley Austin 
law firm.

Richard Branton, the son of Wiley Branton, and friends 
of the Branton family, 2007.

Guest panelists from the 2004 program shared moments to-
gether at the luncheon.

Ritu Narula received the 2008 Wiley A. Branton Scholar 
Award. The award is presented each year by Sidley Austin 
LLP to the student with the highest first year gpa.

Special guests at the 2005 symposium, “The Value of the 
Vote:  The 1965 Voting Rights Act and Beyond. “

The daughters and granddaughters of Wiley A. Branton 
at the 2007 symposium.

Dan Kahan (l) and Carol Steiker (r) both clerked for Justice 
Marshall and were presenters at the 2008 symposium.
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About Wiley Austin Branton
prominent attorney and noted civil rights activist, Wiley Austin Branton was a strong advocate of 
voting rights for all Americans. Born in Pine Bluff, Arkansas on December 13, 1923, he received his 

elementary, junior high, and high school education in Pine Bluff schools. An Army veteran of World 
War II, Branton spent time during the post-war period teaching Blacks how to mark an election ballot. 
His efforts resulted in his being convicted of a misdemeanor for “teaching the mechanics of voting.”
 Branton attended Arkansas A.M. & N. College (now the University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff) where 

he received the Bachelor of Science 
degree in Business Administration 
in 1950. As a law student at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas School of Law at 
Fayetteville, where he received the 
Doctor of Laws degree in 1952, he 
was the fourth Black student to enroll 
at the institution and the third Black 
student to graduate.
   Branton achieved national promi-
nence when he served as the chief 
counsel for the Black plaintiffs in the 
1957 Little Rock Desegregation Case. 
However, during his long distin-

guished legal career, he made significant contributions in the voting rights arena as both a public of-
ficer and private citizen. In 1962, the major American civil rights leaders, which included Roy Wilkins, 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and Whitney Young, Jr., unanimously approved the selection of Branton 
as the first executive director of the Southern Regional Council’s Voter Education Project, based in 
Atlanta, Georgia. The Project was a cooperative effort that successfully registered over 600,000 Black 
voters in eleven states and helped create the momentum for the 1965 Voting Rights Act. 
 In 1965, Branton moved to Washington where he was appointed by Vice President Hubert H. Hum-
phrey as the executive secretary to President Lyndon B. Johnson’s Council on Equal Opportunity. As 
a chief aide to Humphrey and Johnson, Branton traveled throughout the South encouraging Blacks to 
register under the 1965 Voting Rights Act.  From 1972 to 1974, Branton served as the head of the Voter 
Registration Fund (VRF), a “non-partisan organization created to provide funding to tax exempt orga-
nizations in support of voter registration activities.”
 Wiley Austin Branton served as Dean of the Howard University School of Law from January 1, 1978 
to September 2, 1983.

Pictured above: The Investiture of the Dean of Howard University School of Law in November 1978. (l to r) United States 
Supreme Court Justice Thurgood Marshall, Howard University President James E. Cheek, Dean Wiley A. Branton, and Trustee 
Geraldine Pittman Woods.

Source: www.huarchivesnet.howard.edu/9911huarnet/branton1.htm. Used by permission.

A

The Jurist   21



                       20  The Jurist The Jurist   21

n Wednesday, June 11, 2008, Howard Uni-
versity School of Law hosted “A Perfect 

Night for THURGOOD,” a fundraiser to benefit 
technology upgrades for the School of Law. Over 
200 people attended the cocktail reception at B. 
Smith’s Restaurant located on Manhattan’s West-
side. The event featured signature cocktails Mar-
shall’s Law, The 1867 and The Thurgood in the spirit 
of the evening’s theme which celebrated the life 
of Howard Law alumnus Thurgood Marshall ’33. 
Following the reception, alumni and friends of 
Howard University School of Law converged on 
the Booth Theatre to attend the Broadway produc-
tion of THURGOOD. The show starred Laurence 
Fishburne as the renowned jurist Thurgood Mar-
shall, the first African American Supreme Court 
Justice. After his rousing performance which had 
theater goers at times laughing, intrigued, and 
proud, Fishburne engaged the largely Howard 
audience in an intimate discussion on what it was 
like to portray Justice Marshall.
 Sullivan & Cromwell LLP (S&C) was the pre-
senting sponsor for the event. Bill Snipes, an S&C 
partner, said “watching Laurence Fishburne’s 
phenomenal portrayal of Thurgood Marshall was 
a rare instance where Howard law alumni could 
be eye-witnesses to history and participate in its 
making. This also makes the case that one can 
learn, derive pleasure, and financially support 
the law school in one fell swoop.” 
  “We were excited to see Justice Marshall por-

A Perfect Night for Thurgood
Law School Celebrated Thurgood Marshall in One of New York City’s Grand Traditions

trayed on stage in this year 
which also marks the 100th 
anniversary of his birth,” 
said Law School Dean Kurt 
Schmoke. “In celebrating his 
life we also raised funds to 
support the next generation 
of social engineers who fol-
low in the legacy of Thur-
good Marshall.”
  Alumni were excited 
for the opportunity to sup-
port the School of Law while reconnecting with 
classmates and networking with partners and 
associates from some of the largest firms in New 
York and Washington, DC. Supporters from as far 
away as Florida and Texas joined the School of 
Law for this momentous occasion.
 The lingering sentiment of those gathered af-
ter the show in front of the Booth Theater was 
that indeed it was a perfect night.
 
  Additional sponsorship provided by Cadwalader, 
Wickersham & Taft LLP, Kirkland & Ellis LLP, Latham 
& Watkins LLP, Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & 
Garrison LLP, HUSL Alumni at Sullivan & Cromwell 
LLP (past and present), Bill Haber, The Middleton 
Law Group, Alice Gresham, Esq., LaShann DeArcy 
and Courtney Hall, and the Honorable Gregory W. 
Meeks.
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(l-r) Bill Snipes and Dean Kurt L. Schmoke.

   (l-r) 1L Student Dwane Jones and Cadwalader Associates 
Nicole Cuttino (Support Committee Member) and 

Reginald Lucas.



HUSl Alumni Association
he Howard University School of Law Alumni Association represents thousands of graduates of 
the law school who reside throughout the United States and abroad. The Association sponsors 

or coordinates a variety of programs and activities that encourage alumni involvement with the 
law school and fellow graduates.
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Kevin D. Judd, Esquire (’92)
President

Rahkel Bouchet Jackson, Esq. (’97)
Vice President

Kwame O. Reed, Esq. (’75)
Treasurer

Lani P. Shaw, Esq. (’05)
Secretary

HUSl AlUMNi ASSOCiATiON 2008-2009 OFFiCErS

Contact Lani P. Shaw, Esq., to find out how you can become more involved. Her email address is 
huslalumni@law.howard.edu.

New Local Law Alumni Clubs:

HUSL Alumni Club of Atlanta 

Sha N. glynn (‘00), Chair
glynns@adr.org

Mark Thacker (’02), Vice Chair
mythacker@yahoo.com

James Arnold Jr. (’02), Treasurer
Quentin brown (’02), Recording Secretary
Dana Stith (’02), Secretary
Terri gordon (’02), Member-at-Large

HUSl Alumni Club of Southern 
California
 
legrand Clegg ii (’69), President

kevin Mahoney (’04), Vice President
kevkevalah@aol.com

Tisha M. greene, Esq., Secretary
tisha@lavisionproperties.com

HUSL Alumni Club of New York City

richard lecky (‘07), Acting Chair 

Named Scholarship Funds 
ver the years many alumni have been memorialized through named schol-
arship funds.  Endowments provide a long lasting tribute and can support 

a diversity of needs and interests, including book scholarships, need and merit 
based, single parents, and a commitment to civil rights.  Because these living 
legacies are important, the Office of Development and Alumni Relations held its 
first Scholarship Reception during the 2007 Law Alumni Reunion Weekend.  The 
reception brought together alumni donors and scholarship recipients.

New Alumni Scholarships

The laShann DeArcy and Courtney Hall Endowed Scholarship Fund was 
established to provide book scholarships for first year students.

o
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The george b. Parks Memorial Endowed Scholarship Fund was established to provide financial 
support for students in need.

The Class of 1982 Endowed Scholarship Fund was established to provide financial support for stu-
dents in need. The class goal is to raise $25,000 or more.

“Alaskan Woman” Scholarship Fund
. Ashley Dickerson (’48) was Alaska’s first black lawyer. She grew up in 
Alabama on a plantation owned by her father and later became the first 

female attorney in Alabama.  She opened her law firm in 1959, and practiced 
until she was 91 years old. Dickerson passed away in 2007 at the age of 94.  
Her passing prompted her longtime business partner Johnny O. Butler to 
establish a scholarship in her name. Two Anchorage organizations, Brother-
hood, Inc., and Anchorage Alumni Foundation, Inc., provided a donation 
of $25,000 to endow a scholarship in her name. With support by the Brotherhood and HUSL 
alumnus Ron Butler, each organization provided $25,000 to establish the M. Ashley Dickerson 
Endowed Scholarship Fund.  

m

Alumnus Clarence A. Daniels.

HUSL in Your Neighborhood
taff of the Office of Development met with alumni across the country 
last year. On February 21, 2008, staff met at the home of Clarence A, 

Daniels, Jr. (’78), in California. In April, LaShann DeArcy (’00) welcomed 
staff at a New York reception hosted by Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP. 
This year, HUSL will be visiting neighborhoods in Mississippi, North 
Carolina, and New York.

S

Rizwan Qureshi, Gregory Meeks, and LaShann DeArcy. 

Denaka Perry and law alumni in New York.

Alvin Pittman, Daryl Dyer, and 
Leroy Williams in California.

Want to hear more about alumni activities? Contact the 
Office of Development and Alumni Relations at (202) 
806-8177 or email the office at dar@law.howard.edu. 
Visit us on the Web at www.law.howard.edu. Click on 
Alumni & Friends!
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1960s 
The Court of Appeals of 
Georgia honored Judge 
JOHN “JACk” rUFFiN 
Jr. ’60, with a ceremony 
and reception for the un-
veiling of his portrait. His 
portrait will hang along 
side those of other former 
chief justices in the Court 
of Appeals courthouse. 
Justice Ruffin retired 
in December 2008. The 
Howard University School 
of Law Alumni Club of 
Atlanta will be hosting a 
retirement reception in his 
honor.

Former President George 
W. Bush signed the bill 
which designated the 
United States Courthouse 
located at 700 East Broad 
Street, Richmond, Virginia, 
as the “SPOTTSWOOD 
W. rObiNSON iii and 
Robert R. Merhige, Jr., 
United States Courthouse.  
Robinson is a 1967 gradu-
ate of the law school.

1970s
Justice ivE A. SWAN  
’70, was a recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award for Achievement 
in the Field of Law. The 
presentation was made to 
Judge Swan at the 84th an-
nual Howard University 
Charter Day Convocation 
and Gala Dinner.

WilEy y. DANiEl ’71, 
succeeded Chief Judge 
Edward W. Nottingham 
and is now the first Afri-
can American to serve as 
Chief U.S. District Judge, 
District of Colorado.

New York Governor      
David Paterson appointed 
Manhattan Supreme 
Court Justice lElAND 
g. DEgrASSE ’72, to 
the Appellate Division, 
First Department. Justice 
DeGrasse has held several 
elected and appointed ju-
dicial offices in New York.

ESTEllE FrANkliN ’75, 
was recently appointed as 
Associate General Counsel 
for Fair Housing. In this 
role, Franklin will over-
see the Enforcement and 
Compliance Divisions.

SAM CHANg ‘75, an 
immigration lawyer, was 
named as one of the top 
lawyers in the Washing-
ton, DC, area by the Wash-
ingtonian Magazine. 

riCk FOrD ‘76, recently 
ran for office of State Rep-
resentative from District 
83 (Florida).  Ford has 
been an advocate for pub-
lic employee rights and 
primarily litigates employ-
ment discrimination cases.

Judge gWENDOlyN 
J. THOMAS ’76, is now 
serving a second term as 
County and Youth Court 
Judge for Bolivar County, 
Mississippi.

Justice MAriA M. CA-
brET ’78, was a recipi-
ent of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award for 
Achievement in the Field 
of Law. The presentation 
was made to Judge Cabret 
at the 84th annual Howard 
University Charter Day 
Convocation and Gala 
Dinner.

1980s
Former Judge JUliE M.T. 
WAlkEr ’80, received 
the Justice Robert Benham 
Award for Community 
Service. The award was 
presented by the State Bar 
of Georgia and the Chief 
Justice’s Commission on 
Professionalism.

TErESA MASON ’82, 
was recently appointed to 
the Department of Justice 
of Delaware. The ap-
pointment was made by 
Attorney General Joseph 
R. Biden III.

STEPHEN E. bUllOCk 
’83, returned to the HUSL 
to speak to the Entrepre-
neurship, Law and Policy 
course taught by Professor 
Sherman Rogers. Bullock 
currently serves as an ad-
junct professor at Howard 
University School of Busi-
ness teaching Business 
and Sports Law. In addi-
tion, he is a certified agent 
with the National Basket-
ball Players Association 
and has recently started a 
sports and entertainment 
company, It’s Time Enter-
tainment.

PAUlA A. liNCOlN ’84, 
was recently appointed as 
associate general counsel 
for Human Resources 
Law.  In this role, Lincoln 
will oversee the Ethics, 
Personnel, and Procure-
ment and Administrative 
Law Divisions. 

Judge MArk ANTHONy 
SCOTT ’84, received the 
Judge Robert Benham 
Award for Community 
Service. The award was 
presented by the State Bar 

of Georgia and the Chief 
Justice’s Commission on 
Professionalism.

brENDA MOrriS ’86, 
was the lead govern-
ment lawyer who pros-
ecuted Alaska Senator Ted 
Stevens for corruption.  
Morris had a front page 
article published in the 
September 2008 issue of 
Legal Times.

JAMES J. bArNES ’88, 
was named managing 
partner for the Pittsburgh 
office of Reed Smith.

1990s
Real estate developer 
THErMAN ANTONiO 
bAkEr Jr. ’92, is the CEO 
of Eagle Vision Ventures, 
LLC, a real estate develop-
ment, entertainment, and 
advisory firm headquar-
tered in Washington, DC. 
Baker spoke recently at 
the Entrepreneurship, Law 
and Policy class taught by 
Professor Sherman Rog-
ers ’76. Since law school, 
Baker has been the general 
counsel for several large 
companies. While attend-
ing law school, he was the 
37th editor-in-chief of the 
Howard Law Journal and a 
member of the National 
Association of Law Re-
views.

CTIA, The Wireless As-
sociation, announced that 
ANDrEA WilliAMS 
’92, has been appointed as 
Vice President of Law. Wil-
liams will focus her efforts 
on managing the Asso-
ciation’s legal activities, 
including compliance with 
federal and state lobbying 
and antitrust laws. She 
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will also be involved in 
formulating CTIA’s public 
policy positions.

riCHArD r. bEST ’93, 
was recently promoted 
to director within the De-
partment of Enforcement 
Financial Industry Regula-
tory Authority (FINRA).

TONyA PriMUS 
(WAllEr)’95, and Dr. 
Gregory Primus recently 
celebrated the birth of 
their daughter Gabrielle. 
Tonya recently opened a 
new law office in Chicago, 
adding to the national 
presence of the Primus 
Law Firm, which currently 
has offices in Washington, 
D.C. and Maryland. 

JAMES l. WAlkEr Jr. 
’95, recently published 
This Business of Urban 
Music: A Practical Guide to 
Achieving Success in the In-
dustry, from Gospel to Funk 
to R&B to Hip-Hop. Walker 
is a leading entertainment 
lawyer, representing such 
well-known clients as 
Jamie Foxx, DMX, Yolanda 
Adams, and many others.

CHArlES D. kiNg 
ESQ.’96, received the 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award for Achievement in 
the Field of Entertainment 
Law, at the 85th  annual 
Howard University Char-
ter Day Convocation in 
March.

ANDrE CUMMiNgS 
’97, has done an appellate 
judicial clerkship, worked 
for a major law firm, 
taught at Syracuse Uni-
versity’s School of Law, 
and became a tenured full 

professor of law at West 
Virginia University Col-
lege of Law. Cummings is 
currently a visiting profes-
sor of law in Tokyo, Japan.  

ElTON lESTEr ’97, was 
elected the associate gen-
eral counsel for Assisted 
Housing Development at 
the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD). Lester 
played a significant role in 
ensuring legal compliance 
in HUD’s delivery of bil-
lions of dollars of assis-
tance to people affected by 
a variety of disasters.

JOHN P. rUTlEDgE 
’97, completed the Coeur 
d’Alene Ironman Triathlon 
last June. Rutledge com-
pleted the 2.4-mile swim, 
112-mile bike, and 26.2-
mile run in fine shape. 
Since returning from the 
south pacific island nation 
of Palau (where he served 
as Legal Counsel to the 
country’s paramount 
chief), he has joined the 
law firm of Brook • Shaw 
•Zumpft in the Lake 
Tahoe area. 

JENiCE gOlSON-DUN-
lAP serves as a Chapter 
7 trustee for the National 
Association of Bankruptcy 
Trustees.

2000s
kAriN y. COgEr ’02, 
is an associate attorney at 
Wong Fleming. Coger’s 
practice focuses on 
employment and labor 
law, commercial law, civil 
rights law, and entertain-
ment law. Prior to joining 
Wong Fleming, Coger 
practiced criminal law 

within the Office of the 
Public Defender in Tren-
ton, New Jersey.   

JONATHAN D. gOiNS 
’02, who co-founded the 
HUSL Atlanta Alumni 
Chapter, recently wed 
Tanya Lorraine. At 
Howard, Goins was a 
notes and comments ed-
itor on the Howard Law 
Journal and a member 
of the Huver I. Brown 
Moot Court Team.                                                                                                                                            

DANiEllE CONlEy 
’03, coached the Charles 
Hamilton Houston 
National Moot Court 
Team as they competed 
in the Immigration Law 
Moot Court Competi-
tion hosted by New 
York University School 
of Law.

lEANDEr A. DOlPHiN 
’04, was recently promot-
ed to Vice President and 
General Counsel of Hu-
man Resources with the 
Girl Scouts of Connecticut. 
At Howard, Dolphin was 
executive solicitations 
editor for the Howard Law 
Journal. 

l. CHriS STEWArT ’05, 
has been nominated as a 
finalist for Atlanta’s Power 
30 Under 30 and is a part-
ner in the firm of Morgan 
and Morgan.  Stewart 
organizes a monthly net-
working meeting for the 
Gate City Bar Association.

Brothers DErriCk SiM-
MONS ’05 and ErriCk 
SiMMONS ’05, have ac-
complished their dream of 
practicing law together by 
establishing Simmons & 

Simmons PLLC.  The firm 
will provide legal services 
in the Mississippi Delta 
and throughout the State 
of Mississippi, concentrat-
ing in the litigation of civil 
claims including personal 
injury, medical malprac-
tice, wrongful death, prod-
uct liability, civil rights, 
defamation, and other 
areas of law.

brEyUNA WilliAMS 
’05, is the reigning Miss 
Black District of Columbia 
U.S.A. She returned to 
Howard during home-
coming to participate in 
the pageant, the home-
coming parade, and the 
celebrity basketball game.

ElizAbETH MATOry 
’06, was recently hired as 
the Development Manager 
and Of Counsel for Excel 
Academy Public Charter 
School. Excel Academy 
is the first all girls’ public 
charter school in Washing-
ton, DC.

Capt. CHArlES HAS-
bErry ’07, is a JAG 
officer providing legal 
counsel to airmen and 
their families in Lackland 
Air Force Base in Texas.

JArON SHiPP ‘07 and 
JENNiFEr lANE ’07, 
were recently married and 
relocated to Los Angeles, 
California.

WEyiMi O. AyU ’08, was 
recently offered funding 
for his business, WOA 
Estates, LLC.  Mr. Ayu was 
a member of the inaugural 
Entrepreneurship, Law 
and Policy course offered 
by Howard Law Professor 
Sherman Rogers.
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JOHN bAkEr former 
dean of Howard Univer-
sity School of Law from 
1985 to1986 passed.

J.l. CHESTNUT, class of 
1958, September 2008 in 
Birmingham, Alabama.

rAlPH POWE Esq., class 
of 1964, December 2007, in 
Cobleskill, New York. 

SAMUEl T. FOUTz, class 
of 1972, September 2008, 
in Dallas, Texas.

kENNETH D. bATTlE, 
class of 1981, June 2007 in 
Tarboro, North Carolina.

TrOy FEATHErSON, 
class of 1999, December 
2008, in Washington, DC.

AllEN QUiNN JONES, 
iii, passed in January 2008 
in Sunrise, Florida.

ObiTUAriES

iN MEMOriAM

Civil rigHTS lEgAl iCON THEOPHilUS r. Nix Sr., ClASS OF 1954

The second African-American attorney to practice law in Delaware, Theophilus R. Nix Sr., died at 83 after a 
long illness. Mr. Nix focused his 36-year legal career on protecting the rights of minorities, the disenfranchised, 
the disabled, and the rights of criminal defendants. 
 As a Howard University law school student, Mr. Nix along with other students assisted then civil rights 
attorney Thurgood Marshall and his team of lawyers on the landmark 1954 Brown vs. Board of Education case 
which came before the U.S. Supreme Court. Part of that case, which ended segregation in education, involved 
Wilmington Delaware’s school segregation law. A scholarship fund to benefit low income African American 
children with their education at Wilmington Friends School has been established in his name. Monetary gifts 
may be sent to: Theophilus R. Nix, Sr. Scholarship Fund - Wilmington Friends School and mailed c/o Theophi-
lus R. Nix, Jr., PCR, 2500 West 4th Street, Suite 5B, Wilmington, Delaware 19805. (Source: Theo Nix Jr.). 

FEiSTy MATriArCH DOlOrES NOrlEy, ClASS OF 1980 

Dolores Norley, natural-born feminist, grass-roots civil-rights activist, and warrior for the rights of the dis-
abled, died at her West Palm Beach, Florida home in 2007. She was 89.
 During the civil rights era of the 1960s, she and her husband fought for the rights of farm workers and 
minorities. Dr. Norley, the second orthopedic surgeon in Palm Beach County and a prominent member of the 
community, was banned from Good Samaritan Hospital in the early 1960s for trying to admit a black patient. 
The Norleys also informally integrated restaurants in West Palm Beach, Florida by inviting black friends to din-
ner. After her husband died in 1975, she entered law school at Howard University, a traditionally black institu-
tion she chose because it was identified with the civil rights movement. She completed her law studies in 1980 
at age 62 and moved to DeLand to practice law. (Source:http://www.legacy.com/PalmBeachPost/DeathNo-
tices.asp?Page=LifeStory&PersonID=87059109).

Dr. JOHN HOPE FrANkliN, HiSTOriAN, AUTHOr, Civil rigHTS lEADEr, TEACHEr

Dr. John Hope Franklin died on March 25, 2009, in Durham, North Carolina. He was 94 years old. Dr. Franklin 
joined the Howard University faculty in 1947. While serving at Howard, he became a member of the NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund team, which developed the sociological case for Brown v. Board of Education that ended the 
legal segregation of Black and White children in public schools. He is best known for his prolific writing, in-
cluding: From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans; The Militant South, 1800-1860 (1956); The Eman-
cipation Proclamation (1963); Racial Equality in America (1976); Race and History: Selected Essays, 1938-1988 (1990); 
The Color Line: Legacy for the 21st Century (1993) to name a few. He also headed President Bill Clinton’s Initiative 
on Race Advisory Board and led a national discussion on race. Howard University awarded Dr. Franklin an 
honorary Doctor of Laws in 1968 and a Special Citation of Achievement in 2001. Dr. Franklin did not believe 
that one could sit on the sideline and make a difference. He often said “I want to be out there on the firing line, 
helping, directing or doing something to try to make this a better world, a better place to live.” (Source: http://
www.howard.edu/president/letters/09-03-26franklin.htm).
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W H Y  S T U D Y  T H E  S TA R S ?
They all look

T H E  S A M E  TO  M E .

Apprentice to 
Galileo Galilei, 1636{ }

“ “

D e l a w a r e      | M a r y l a n d      | N e w  J e r s e y      | N e w  Yo r k      | P e n n s y l v a n i a      | Wa s h i n g t o n ,  D C

saul.com  | 800.355.7777

Maurice A. Bellan

Diversity
Committee Chair

The right counsel comes
from the diversity of our
thinking.
Galileo knew that the value of the heavens
was not from its similarities, but from its
diversity. Saul Ewing understands that the
different backgrounds, experiences, and
perspectives of our attorneys enhance our
productivity and result in more imaginative
solutions. That’s why we’re committed to
hiring talented professionals who enrich our
culture as well as our service. 
At Saul Ewing, we measure brilliance 
differently.

The permanent installation of the Charles Hamilton Hous-
ton bust and exhibit was unveiled in April. Houston was 
dean of Howard University School of Law from 1929 to 
1935. The bust and exhibit will rest in the entrance level 
of Houston Hall, the main building of the law school. The 
Houston exhibit was curated by the Howard University 
School of Law and Mr. Barry Lester, the owner of Attitude 
Exact Gallery in Washington, DC. The 
Charles Hamilton Houston Annual Lec-
ture was also held in April and featured 
Minister Joaquim Gomes Barbosa of the 
Supreme Federal Court of Brazil as the 
guest lecturer. Minister Barbosa is a well 
known lecturer in Brazil and abroad and 
has often been referred to as the “Thur-
good Marshall” of Brazil. Minister Bar-
bosa discussed Constitutional Adjudi-
cation in Brazil. For more information 
on the lecture and the exhibit unveiling, 
visit the law school Web site.

Charles hamilton houston exhibit unveiled

Minister
Joaquim Gomes Barbosa



one of the captives, successfully freed him-
self and his fellow Africans, and took com-
mand of the ship. Although Pieh had in-
tended to sail back to Africa, three months 
later the ship was found off the coast of 
Long Island, captured by the United States 
Navy, and towed into New London Har-
bor.
 Over the next two years the Africans 
onboard La Amistad, whose fate quickly 
became a cause célèbre for the abolition-
ist movement, were jailed and tried three 
times.  In their last trial they were success-
fully represented by former-President John 
Q. Adams, and the 35 surviving captives 
were ultimately returned to Africa.  The 
schooner La Amistad was sold at a U.S. 
Marshals’ auction in 1840.
 The next time you are on campus, please 
do stop by the Law Library to enjoy some 
of its delightful ambiance and its historical 
artwork.

2300 lawyers in 30 locations. One firm worldwide. www.jonesday.com
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Art Adds History
Continued from page 17 Fun Facts from the law School Archives   

 Did you know?

• That the law school was started as a night school and 
only became a full time day school in 1928?

• That the first dean of the law school, John Mercer 
Langston, was born into slavery?

• That the current dean of the law school, Kurt L. 
Schmoke, was mayor of Baltimore from 1987 until 
1999?

• That Charlotte Ray, class of 1872, was the first 
woman to graduate from the law school and was also 
the first woman admitted to the DC Bar?

• That in 1931, Clarence Darrow served as a judge for 
the moot court team?

• That the law school has produced three mayors of 
Washington, DC, including Walter Washington ’48, 
Sharon Pratt Kelly ’68, and Adrian Fenty ’96?

For more Fun Facts, visit the 140th Anniversary Web site at 
www.law.howard.edu/1234.
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Howard University School of Law

Commemorative Photo

Charles Hamilton 
HOUSTON Jr.

Oliver HILL  Jr.

Mrs. Thurgood MARSHALL

James M. NABRIT III



October 23, 2009 • Wiley A. Branton/Howard Law Journal Symposium
From Jim Crow to the White House: The Past and Future of Black Lawyers in America, is the title of the next 
Wiley A.  Branton/Howard Law Journal Symposium. The keynote speaker will be David B. Wilkins,  
Lester Kissel Professor of Law at Harvard Law School. Wilkins and other symposium participants 
will address the emergence and impact of the black lawyer in America. Through generous sponsor-
ship by Sidley Austin LLP, the day-long program will feature three panel discussions, an awards 
luncheon, keynote address, and a kickoff reception for the 140th anniversary gala.

October 24, 2009 • School of Law Anniversary Gala
A lavish gala in honor of the law school’s 140th anniversary will be held at the magnificent National 
Building Museum, located in the heart of downtown Washington, DC. The museum is a National 
Historic Landmark and is the perfect atmosphere to celebrate and commemorate the history and 
legacy of Howard University School of Law. The evening will bring together over 1,000 alumni, 
friends, faculty, students, organizations, corporations, and law firms from across the country for an 
evening of dinner and dancing to mark a new chapter in the history of Howard Law. Contact the Of-
fice of Development & Alumni Relations at dar@law.howard.edu for more information and visit the 
law school’s 140th anniversary Web site at www.law.howard/1234 for continuous updates.
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