
 We hope that you enjoy this newsletter highlighting the students’ 
hard work this semester! 

Welcome to Interim Director Valerie Schneider! 
This July, our beloved Director Tamar Meekins was tapped by DC’s first 
elected Attorney General. Karl Racine, to serve as the District’s Deputy 
Attorney for Public Safety. Associate Professor and Fair Housing Clinic 
Supervising Attorney Valerie Schneider has accepted the charge to serve as 
Interim Director.  

 
Criminal Justice Clinic Welcomes Kelli Neptune and 
Fareed Hyatt! 
With Tamar Meekins at the DC Attorney General’s office and Professor 
Josephine Ross on sabbatical, the Criminal Justice Clinic is in the hands of 
Kelli Neptune, Esq. (see photo, far left) and HUSL Alum Fareed Nassor 
Hyatt, Esq. (see photo, far right). They hit the ground running, being the 
first clinic to send students to court! Throughout the semester they have 
provided zealous representation to their clients at every stage of the criminal 
process; one student even won release for a client who was on parole, had 
five prior convictions and a juvenile record - an extremely difficult feat! 

 
 

IP-Trademark Clinic Welcomes Mariessa Terrell! 
The Intellectual Property-Trademark Clinic is led by HUSL alumna 
Mariessa Terrell, Esq. The Clinic represents small businesses and small 
business owners in proceedings and filings before the US Patent and 
Trademark Office. Attorney Terrell has been practicing law for over 15 
years, specializing in trademark, copyright, licensing and contracts.  In 
addition to its usual array of complex matters, this year the IP Clinic is 
seeking trademark protection for the clinic’s logo, featured in the top left 
corner of this newsletter! 
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Child Welfare Clinic Welcomes Sabine Browne, Esq.! 
Child Welfare Clinic Supervising Attorney and HUSL alumna Rahkel 
Bouchet has been selected to serve as a Magistrate Judge on the DC 
Superior Court! As we bid farewell to Judge Bouchet, we welcome talented 
and committed attorney Sabine Browne, Esq. to lead the Child Welfare 
Clinic! The Clinic represents parents in abuse and neglect proceedings and 
will be presenting a “Brown Bag” training at DC Superior Court this April!  
 

Civil Rights Clinic Files Amicus Brief in, and Moots, 
Fisher II Case. 
Under the leadership of Supervising Attorney Aderson Francois, six Civil 
Rights Clinic Student Attorneys made a bold move in their amicus brief in 
the Fisher v. University of Texas at Austin II case: that the "white 
supremacy, white superiority and white privilege...interwoven into the DNA 
of this country's institutions" must be a part of any Supreme Court 
determination on race conscious affirmative remedies in higher education. 
The Civil Rights Clinic and Interim Director Valerie Schneider also 
arranged for a Supreme Court Moot of the case here at Howard Law 
(pictured to the left)! 

 

Fair Housing Clinic right “at home” in Housing 
Conditions Court.  
The Fair Housing Clinic has continued to define its niche practice of 
assisting clients with housing conditions and housing discrimination cases, 
particularly on behalf of multiple clients in one building or development. 
This work involves both court representation and presence at community 
meetings, client communication, education and investigation. All eight of 
the current Fair Housing Clinic students have elected to remain in the Clinic 
for a second semester - a testament to the students’ commitment to 
achieving justice for their clients.  Each student has appeared in court over 
the course of the semester, often besting experienced opposing counsel. 

 

Investor Justice Clinic Continues its Winning Streak. 
Under the leadership of Supervising Attorney Bruce Sanders, the IJEC 
Clinic continued its stellar reputation for professionalism and success, 
securing settlements for clients from major Wall Street broker-dealers, as 
well as educating Baltimore elementary school students about the financial 
markets and investor education. The Clinic also provided comments on 
FINRA Notice 15-37, Financial Exploitation of Seniors and other 
Vulnerable Adults.  Clients have been so impressed with the work of IJEC 
students, that many of donated part of their settlement awards to the Clinic. 
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https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/public-safety/three-district-lawyers-named-dc-superior-court-magistrate-judges/2015/11/04/6f1be110-8323-11e5-9afb-0c971f713d0c_story.html
http://www.law.howard.edu/1979
www.law.howard.edu/101
http://www.finra.org/industry/notices/15-37


Externship Updates: 
The Clinical Law Center houses the general, advanced and specialized 

externship opportunities for students to gain practical experience working 

for public interest and governmental bodies in the District of Columbia area. 

Professor Nita Mazumder leads the Clinic’s Public Interest and Pro Bono 

Programs, as well as teaches both the General and Advanced Externship 

courses. Her General Externship student Chontay Woodson shared of her 

experience: “I had the opportunity to extern with Human Rights First… in 

the Refugee Representation division, helping people who have fled 

persecution in other countries obtain asylum in the U.S. My daily tasks 

included assisting attorneys with interviewing, evaluating, and researching 

client testimonies and country conditions, while determining if their 

situation meets the required standards set forth in U.S. Asylum Law.” 

This Summer’s Howard Energy and Environmental Law Externship 

(HEELEX) was the Clinic’s first summer long energy and environmental 

law externship program coordinated by Professor Patrice Simms.  Four 

students worked at EPA or in DOJ's Environment and Natural Resources 

Division and met with energy and environmental law practitioners during 

Friday "Lunches with Lawyers." Eight students participated in HEELEX-

Fall, working at EPA, WEACT for Environmental Justice, the Bonneville 

Power Administration, and the DC Public Utility Commissions' Office of 

People's Counsel. Several students from the Summer and Fall programs 

were invited to remain at their placements. 

One student was successfully placed in the IRS Externship with the Office 

of Chief Counsel and four students are being actively placed for the 2016 

spring semester!  In addition, three teams of HUSL students participated in 

the ABA Section of Taxation Student Tax Challenge, a first in HUSL 

history.  We want to thank Dean Emerita and Professor Alice Gresham 

Bullock for her tireless work building the IRS Externship and advocating 

for the placement of HUSL students at the IRS for the last thirty years. 

Professor Alice Thomas will grow the externship as Dean Bullock retires.  

Another first for the externship programs in the Clinic is the ADR 

Externship with the World Bank Group. This year long externship has 

placed seven HUSL students throughout the World Bank Group’s Internal 

Justice System – making the HUSL the first law school to do so! 

Congratulations to Professor Homer LaRue for creating a capstone ADR 

experience for our students! 

For the first time in recent memory, the HUSL will send ten students to the 

Securities and Exchange Commission for Student Honors Program 

externships! We are excited to have such a large number of our HUSL 

family at one of the government’s most difficult externships to land.  

 

 

 

 

 

General Externship with 

Professor Nita Mazumder 

 

 

 

 

 

Howard Energy and 

Environmental Law 

Externship (HEELEX) 

coordinated by Professor 

Patrice Simms 

 

 

 

Internal Revenue Service 

(IRS) Externship with 

Coordinator Professor 

Alice Gresham Bullock 

and Professor Alice 

Thomas 

 

Alternative Dispute 

Resolution (ADR) 

Externship with the 

World Bank Group 

 

Securities and Exchange 

Commission (SEC) 

Externship with 

Professor Bruce Sanders 

 



2 

  IJEC Clinic        Criminal Justice Clinic          IP-Trademark Clinic 

                            

Intake Rock Stars Fall 2015!  

Intake is an essential component of the Student Attorney experience. These students demonstrated 

dedication, professionalism and keen judgment in their handling of multiple intakes this semester, and as 

such, have been selected as “Intake Rock Stars”: 

Ebony Brown (CRC) 

Nairuby Beckles (CRC) 

Ahmad Crews (CJC) 

Shari Gadson (CJC) 

Shirley Long (CJC) 

Karissa Getz (IJEC) 

Alvin McChester (CRC) 

Rukiya Mohamed (CJC) 

Kenile Sumler (CJC) 

Albert Thomas (IJEC) 

Desirae Tongco (FHC) 

 

 

 

THANK YOU STUDENT ATTORNEYS FOR A GREAT FALL SEMESTER! 

Our Student Attorneys 
achieved  

100% ATTENDANCE  

at Intake this semester!  

WAY TO GO! 

“Howard University School 

of Law is the only hope for 

many and a “social change 

agent” for all!” 
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