
ONLINE LEARNING

FOR STUDENTS
BEST PRACTICES

The success of online classes will largely depend on everyone doing their 
part to ensure that online classes are free from technical and other 
problems/distractions.   To help achieve this goal, when attending an 
online class you must:
a) mute your computer audio upon entry into a class;
b) follow the mute protocol set by the professor;
c) use headphones to c) use headphones to reduce surrounding noise and feedback 
static/glitches;
d) position computer/phone camera so your face is clearly visible to the 
class and the professor with as little glare as possible; 
e) use the method preferred/designated by the professor for asking 
questions and participating during class; and 
f) not record a class without a professor’s permission.
  
Please nPlease note that in our “new normal” it is now common and expected that 
family members, room/housemates, children, pets, and others will make 
occasional appearances during online meetings and classes.  Indeed, for 
many these appearances are appreciated signs of life for which no 
apologies are necessary.  While you should strive to have uninterrupted 
space and time, your professors understand that it is not always possible 
or achievable.  

High-speed internet access is a crucial requirement of a student’s 
designated class/work space.  It is needed to participate in online classes, 
download class assignments, participate in group projects, access online 
materials and resources (such as TWEN), and remain connected with the 
HUSL community. You should test your study space prior to classes 
starting to ensure that it is a comfortable class/study space that is free 
from distractions and has reliable high-speed internet access.

NNotify your professors and student services if you have difficulties 
securing a distraction-free space with reliable internet.

The school’s Academic Code of Conduct (Part 400 of the Student 
Handbook) applies as equally to online classes as it does in-person 
classes.  Cheating in an online course will be treated and handled the 
same as cheating in an in-person class.

ONLINE CLASS IS REAL CLASS
Online classes are real classes for which you will 
rreceive a grade.  It is imperative that you approach 
online classes as you do in-person classes – attend 
class on-time, pay attention to lectures, keep up with 
assigned readings, and meet all set deadlines.  You 
should also download (or otherwise have available) all 
readings and materials assigned for that day’s class so 
it is readily available and accessible by you.  

KNKNOW THE CLASS SYLLABUS
YYour class syllabus is an important guide that explains 
your professor’s expectations, how online classes will 
be conducted, how the professor will communicate 
with you, how your class performance will be evaluated 
and graded, how and when assignments and readings 
will be communicated, and other important information 
about how the class will operate.   Familiarizing yourself 
withwith your online class syllabus is critical. You should 
review a syllabus promptly upon receipt, and raise any 
questions or concerns about it with your professor.

DESIGNATE A DISTRACTIONFREE 
CLASSSTUDY SPACE
Learning outside a classroom is one of the most 
significant adjustments and challenges for learning 
online.   Helpful to meeting this challenge is having a 
designated class/study-space that is free (as much as 
possible) from distractions and allows you to focus on 
your online classes and studying/reading between 
classes. 

CLCLASS ETIQUETTE IS KEY
The success of online classes will largely depend on 
everyone doing their part to ensure that online classes 
are free from technical and other 
problems/distractions. 
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To avoid late class arrivals, plan to enter an online class a minute or two 
before the scheduled start time, especially if the class has an online 
waiting room.  This will make it easier for the professor to take 
attendance, allow entry into the class, and start the class on time.    
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BE ON TIME
StudeStudents arriving on time for the start of class is 
critical to the professor’s ability to start the class and 
take attendance.  This is particularly true for online 
classes where a professor must manually let students 
into the class.  As such, late arrivals to an online class 
are particularly disruptive.  Do not expect a professor 
to continually monitor the online waiting room while 
teaching.  Indeed, arriving lteaching.  Indeed, arriving late may cause you to miss a 
significant amount of class time if a professor does 
not regularly check the waiting room.

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OFFICE 
HOURS AND OTHER MEANS OF 
COMMUNICATING WITH THE PROF
A big challenge with online classes is connecting with 
professors.  You should take advantage of a 
professor’s virtual office hours and the other means a 
professor offers for communicating to establish and 
maintain a personal connection with a professor, seek 
additional guidance and help about the course material 
and subject matter, and communicate any 
illness/pillness/potential illness issues or concerns that you 
may be experiencing.  

VIDEO MUST REMAIN ON
To comply with HUSL and American Bar Association regulations, professors are required to take attendance and confirm that 
students attending online classes attend for the full class.   To meet this obligation, you must keep your video on for the entire 
class.   To protect your privacy (and the privacy of anyone you live with), you should feel free to select a background screen.   If 
you select a background screen, choose one that will not be a distraction to the class, or present offending images. 

NNotify your professor(s) and the Office of Student Services if circumstances exist that make it difficult to have your video on 
during the entire class.    

PROFESSIONALISM IS PARAMOUNT
Because online instruction reduces interaction time between professors and students, your performance during online 
classes will largely inform your professor’s assessment of your professionalism as an attorney-in-training.  This assessment 
will have important ramifications when you need recommendation letters, professor advisors for student notes, introductions 
and other employment seeking assistance, and other support from professors to achieve your academic and career goals. 

TheTherefore, you should approach online classes as an opportunity to practice and demonstrate your professionalism and 
dedication to academic and professional excellence.   During online classes, you should operate in a professional manner, 
treat your classmates and professors with respect, use respectful language, and wear clothing that is appropriate for 
in-person classes.   You should not join or attend an online class while driving or riding in a car (unless absolutely necessary 
and unavoidable).  Your professionalism is important also because professors will be recording classes for future uses.
 

SHARE YOUR SCHEDULE WHEN POSSIBLE
IfIf you share your living space with other people, it may be a challenge to find and secure quiet and uninterrupted time and 
space to attend class and study.  To the extent possible, share your class and study schedule with anyone you share your 
living space.  This will help facilitate planning to support your academic responsibilities.  It will also help you and your 
room/housemates plan for when you will need the bulk of your shared internet bandwidth for your classes.

ILLNESS
IfIf you are unable to attend an online class due to illness, you should notify your professor that you will miss class.   If your 
absence is for COVID-19 related reasons, you should notify the Office of Student Services and your professor, and follow 
Howard University’s COVID-19 guidelines and protocols. 


